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Our Mission 


by Active Tranformation 


The purpose of this newsletter is to inform you, the 
readership, about events that often go unreported by the 
mainstream press and encourage others to act against the 
oppression that infects each of our lives. We long to be a part of a 
mass movement that strikes at the heart of this oppression and 
works to destroy white supremacy, patriarchy, homophobia, and 
economic exploitation. This movement must learn from the failures 
of past movements and deal sincerly with its own internal 
oppressions and strive to make everyone leaders and deal 
appropriately with power hungry people. Active Transformation 
has received some criticism and complements, but we would like to 
here more on how we can better serve the community and build an 
activist community in the lansing area. 

Our goal is to make this a community forum and we would 
appreciate all those involved in struggle locally to get involved 
and/or submit articles on current work, news, analysis, whatever. 

We have attempted to include tales of people overcoming 
complacency and resignation to take action against oppression, 
racism, sexism, homophobia, and other forms of state /corporate- 
sponsored physical and ideological tyranny. We have also 
included a smattering of exposés, revealing the corruption of 
various structures within political power-bases or so-called public 
service agents such as city insurance developers. Calls for a pro- 
active front against fascism a.k.a. FOR a more free and tolerant 
society are included. In addition, the A.T. newpaper was intended 
to be a venue for ideas which have otherwise been brushed aside 
by major publishing companies and the media. We have also tried 


to share our brain food in some articles where ideologies such as 


anarcha-feminism and worker's rights are given a voice. This A. t 1 ve p ansfor mat l on 
newspaper will hopefully be A catalyst for active resistance to the 
state - in all it's forms, which is at complete odds with truly human 
existence--its intoler o ights..on.all levels, i 
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make sure that officer Vogel would be prosecuted cor-} _ £ 
i “2 [| Time: 10:33:58 p.m. 
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Youth Strike Back at 
Cops in Lexington 


Oct. 25 - Lexington, Kentucky 

Tony Sullivan, 18, was shot in the back of the head by 
police today after he exited his hiding place, the closet 
of his girlfriend’s apartment, with his hands raised and 
unarmed. Several officers came to the Bluegrass- 
Aspendale area apartments with guns drawn to serve a 
warrant on Mr. Sullivan for being a suspect in a local 
shooting about a month prior. Upon entering the apart- 
ment the police found that Mr. Sullivan had barricaded 
himself in his girlfriend’s closet. After much coaxing he 
exited the closet with hands raised to surrender, when 
witnesses say officer Phil Vogel’s gun discharged into 
the back of the young mans head - killing him instantly. 

The community immediately discovered this inci- 
dent and was outraged. An estimated group of 200 
youths confronted the Lexington Metro Police Chief at 
the Urban County Government building only hours 
after. The youths demanded an explanation, they were 
told that officer Vogel’s gun went off by accident. They 
rejected this explanation and demanded a better one, 
the police had no other explanations. This group 
removed itself from the building and joined the other 
300-400 youths expressing their rage around the city. 
Later the police chief came to the profound statement of 
“I don’t think they accept the explanation of what hap- 
pened. I think they believe it wasn’t accidental.” 

The estimated five to six hundred youths moving 
around downtown Lexington were overturning cars 
and destroying property. Over one hundred police in 
riot gear were kept surrounding the situation to make 
sure the rioting did not leave the poor downtown to the 
wealthier surrounding areas and suburbs. The few con- 
frontations with the police were when youths threw 
rocks and bottles and the cops. In fact, the only physi- 
cal injury reported after the riot was to the Assistant 
Police Chief Kenneth Watson who was injured by a rock 
to the head. 

Eventually the crowds dispersed, but everything did 


aa 


ot go back to normal. Members of the community 


said that they would stay strong and in the city’s face to 


rectly. 
Six days after the Tony Sullivan’s murder his funeral 
was held. Officer Vogel was relieved of duty until the 


“community outrage passed, and the city still stood by 


the assertion that it was an “accident”. Hundreds of 
youths skipped school to come and give their last 
respects to their friend. People who knew Tony spoke 
and dealt with his death. Problems arouse though at 
the end of the service when the head of the RWL 
(Revolutionary Workers League), NWROC, and Justice 
for Malice Green, Shanta Driver of Detroit disrupted the 
eulogy by grabbing the microphone and started chanti- 
ng “no justice will be served”. Needless to say she and 
her followers were forced out of the church, where on 
the steps they continued to yell. This was not going to 
be tolerated by the community. They came there to 
pay respect to the dead, it was not supposed to be a 
rally. A group of teens finally decided to shut them up 
for good by kicking their asses all the way down the 
street. 

At time of press no verdict has come on whether or 
not officer Vogel was “guilty”, or whether or not he will 
receive a laxed sentencing, as many killer cops receive. 

Active Transformation has tried to report as much of an 
unbiased story as possible. Obviously in certain spots it is 
clear who we support and who we look at with disgust. It is 
true when Shanta declared that “no justice will be served”. 
The cops, not only in this story but all cops, are racist, sexist 
and classist and the methods they practice perpetuate these 
conditions that their true employers, the rich, desire. It was 
not mentioned that Tony was a black man or that the killer 
cop is white before because this was not supposed to be a 
story about racism but how the police are truly a terror mech- 
anism for the state. More importantly though this was a 
story of how people will see this and eventually rise up 
against this. 

We must add that we look down upon the RWL, 
NWROC, etc. for their continual arrogance of every situation 
at hand. How dare they show up at Mr. Sullivan’s funeral to 
preach to those who originally had enough power to strike out 
against the city. Those that rioted understood that there was 
a time for anger and a time for respect- why can’t Shanta? 

Finally , to those in Lexington- keep up the fight! 
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“They Shoot The Homeless Don’t They?” 


MARCELINO CORNIEL was killed by the 
US Park Police on December 20, 1994 outside the 
white House. Marcelino and the other people who 
have been eating with Washington DC Food Not 
Bombs have been getting increasingly harassed by 
the Park Police for living outside. Witnesses say 
Mr. Corniel had been roughly awaken earlier that 
morning by the same cops who killed him. These 
officers have been stealing food from people trying 
to feed the hungry outside the White House. The 
shocking video shows that Marcelino was mur- 
dered. He was standing still and dearly not threat- 
ening the five police who aimed their guns at him 
from a distance of 10 feet. One officer ran up and 
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Excerpts of 911 calls made to 
police about teen-agers fighting 
the night of Nov. 11 in 
Philadelphia’s Fox Chase neigh- 
borhood. Dispatchers are identi- 
fied only by number. 

Time: 10:01:25 p.m. 

Police Dispatcher: Police 25. 
Female Caller: (calm voice): I’m 
sorry to call you — but could 
you please send a car to the 
McDonald’s corner of 
Hasbrooke and Oxford. 

PD: On the corner of Hasbrook 
and where? 

FC: Oxford ... it’s in Fox Chase. 
There’s a pack of kids in there 
and they’re really noisy and 
they're... 

PD: Inside the McDonald’s? 

FC: In the parking lot of Mickey 
Dee’s. 

PD: McDonald’s parking lot, 
FC: Thanks somuch. ~ 
PD: You're welcome. 


Police Dispatcher: Police 232. 
Female caller: Um ... hi, this is 
Oxford Avenue Pizza Hut. Um, 
we have a gang of at least 50 
young kids with bats outside 
beating each other ... well, 
they’re chasing each trying to hit 
them and they just ran behind 
the store. 

PD: How many have bats? 

FC: About 10. 

PD: OK, what hundred Oxford 
is this? 

FC: Uh, what hundred Oxford is 
this? What hundred Oxford is 
this? 78 ...they are in between 
our store and the McDonald’s. 
PD: In the parking lot? 

FC: Yes, in between both parking 
lots. 

PD: OK. 


Time: 10:37:15 p.m. 

Police Dispatcher: Police 225. 
Female caller: I don’t believe 
this ... this rang about 10 times. 
There’s a big commotion going 
on outside in front of our home 
... like a gang fight 

PD: Well, where is that, ma’am? 


FC: Ridgeway Street, 7900 
Ridgeway St. 

PD: OK 

FC: They got clubs out there. 


Male caller, interjecting on line: 
It’s a gang fight.FC: There’s a 
kid hurt out there. 


PD: Alright. 
FC: Did you get that? 


PD (impatient): Yeah ... a kid’s 
hurt outside and there’s a fight. 
Alright, was that it? 


Time: 10:42:32 p.m. 

Police Dispatcher: Police 170. 
Male caller: Hey, how ya doin’? 
I’m in Fox Chase here. We got a 
near riot and there’s no 
DAMNED police around here? 
PD: Where? Where? 

MC: ON Ridgeway STREET. 
PD: Well, I DON'T KNOW 
THAT! 

MC: We've been calling. 
Everybody in the damned 
neighborhood's been calling 
there. I called the district and 
they tell me to call 911. What are 
we supposed to do here?! 
There’s a whole damned convoy 
of cars coming up here... You got 


_a damn riot going on up here. 
_PD: Police will be there. 
“MC: Huh! Thanks a lot. ~ 


Time: 22:44.23 


Taken form “The Blast’eArt by Tobocman 
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shoot him in the chest bringing him down like an 
animal on a hunting trip. This tragic attack is a 
graphic example of Clintor’s attitude towards the 
poor. The corporate government has declared war. 
The new year looks like it will be the most 
repressive in decades. Resistance is growing to 
immigrant bashing, cuts in housing, food and 
health care and the epidemic of police violence. 
The Democrat and Republicans plan to destroy 
what's left of our community and environment. 
Very few people support the government, 
Liberation movements like Food Not Bombs are 

growing in popularity. ; 
-Stolen From “Food Not Bombs Menu” 
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Police Dispatcher: Police 94. 
Man caller: 911 ... we're in Fox 
Chase on Ridgeway Street (stat- 
ic-inaudible).... beating the hell 
out of people with baseball bats 
up here. When are you going to 
send somebody? 
PD: Who’s got a bat, sir? 
MC: Who’s got a bat? Some 
gorilla, what the hell do you 
mean? 
PD: Wait a minute, wait a 
minute. DON’T talk to me like 
that! I asked you a question. 
MC: Well, I’m telling you... 
PD: Who has the bat? 
MC: A man’s got a bat! 
PD: Is he black, white or 
Hispanic? 
MC: There’s a riot going on up 
here! 

Ten calls were made in about 
40 minutes before police were 
sent to the scene the night 16- 


-year-old Eddie Polecwas'beaten 


to death by a gang of bat-wield- 
ing teen-agers. 
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may rise to threaten the power of this system someday and we must meet repression now - nip us 


California...Legalizing Racism: 
Students Fight Back 


Although Proposition 187 is most likely to be ruled “unconstitutional” it is dire 
that we take it as a sign of the times. Due to worsening economic scene in the U.S. 
for the majority of working people, it is necessary for the bosses to further divide 
us through ballot initiatives like Prop. 187 if we are to remain “good” workers. 

Proposition 187 was voted in by the majority of California voters. The initiative | 
would deny access to public education to any student who cannot provide proof of 
citizenship or residency and expel current students who cannot do the same; 
require California school districts to verify the citizenship of all student’s parents 
or guardians; deny access to publicly funded health and social services, including 
hospitalization, prenatel care, and immunization, to anyone who cannot provide 
proof of citizenship or residency, except in emergency cases; and it would require 
the reporting to the INS and state attorney general of all students, parents, crime 
victims, and poor people who cannot provide proof of citizenship or residency. 
This would result in further racist harrassment and intimidation for all those seen 
as “foriegn”. 

Students across the U.S. have responded by taking to the streets. On October : 
16, over 200,000 people marched and rallied in Los Angeles in oppositiontothe {Pictured Rocks Endan gere d B y Road 


initiative. More than 60 people protested here at the Capitol in Lansing on 


> : 0 The Grand Sable Dunes rise a sharp 300 feet from the shore of Lake Superior. Here 
December 1. The rally, sponsored by La Onda Latina (a statewide coalition of is where the Puckwudjiniees (vanishing little men) of the Ojibway lived. The 


Chicano and Latino college students), brought a diverse crowd of support from Puckwudjiniees were tricksters and may still be seen prancing over the hills and danc- 
MSU’s Asian Alliance and Women’s Council, the Trotskyist League, and Active ing among the dunes. This magnificent landscape, a product of glacial deposits, is a 
Transformation. This demo was followed by direct action at Q106, a local radio no more than two miles from where the proposed Beaver Basin Rim Road (BBRR) will 
station that regularly airs racist, sexist, and homophobic trash. We occupied the wreak its way through the largest roadless section of Pictured Rocks National 
office demanding equal airtime until being kicked out by the cops due to disorga- | Lakeshore (PRNL). 


nanan Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore is situated between Munising and Grand 
The reality of Proposition 187 is legalized racism. This is another attempt ee pra : oie paene. Te tabl isped l 1055 T eee an 
to use white racism to do the dirty work for capitalism. There are no borders, ee Ne, a prove eee 


in the General Management Plan (GMP) completed in 1981 which called for a 12.2 


except those set up by the real immigrants and foreigners like Christopher mile “winding, two-lane, low speed scenic byway.” 


Columbus. Much of California was part of Mexico, until conquered by the U.S. Pictured Rocks is home to a wide variety of species. During surveys conducted in 
Puerto Rico is still under colonial control of the U.S. We must wage a fight for con- | 1992 in the Beaver Basin area, 19 species of Herpetofauna (reptiles and amphibians) 
trol over our lives and kick the capitalists out. Proposition 187 may be shot down, | were collected. Bald Eagle and osprey were sited and 20 species of large mammals 
but it won't be the last. We must make sure we battle racist legislation whenever it| were surveyed including Pine Marten. During this survey a set of Gray Wolf tracks 
appears. were sited, giving some hope that this important species is making a come back in 

Michigan. out of a total of 15 species of mosses and Liverworts considered “rare or 


MAFENET B attles Cops and Klan n Cincinnati uncommon” found within in the BBRR corridor, the Park Service has 


conceded eight would be eliminated locally with the construction of 
the BBRR. 
It is beyond doubt that if the Beaver Basin Rim Road is completed 
Every year in Cincinnati the Ku Klux Klan puts up a cross in the city square around Christmas , 
under the guise of celebrating Christianity. But activists and the people of Cincinnati knew the 
real meaning of the Klan’s cross - that of racial, ethnic and homophobic violence. Nearly 200 


it would further fragment habitat in the park which is already cut by 7 
roads, providing ample access to the park. In addition to the biologi- 
demonstrated against the kkk’s hateful message on December 17 despite the media stonewall on 
the event. 


cal backing to the scraping of the road, a survey conducted by the 
Park Service in 1990 shows that the majority of the park users are 
against construction as well. The survey was conducted among back- 
“In 1992 when the klan cross went up protesters repeatedly toppled the cross and there were over peiemerondananstricers alike and estobsigracs gn 
: : : à ging from road construction to the creation of more hi 

20 arrests. But in 1993 no protest happened and the kkk and nazi groups used it as an opportuni- | building of the BBRR was ranked DEAD LAST. i 
ty to recruit with full police protection. Activists vowed to not let this happen again. This time The Draft Environmental Impact Statement has been com- 
around the demonstration was peaceful with open mic speeches and flyering locals who had pleted and it included three options. Alternative A: no action. 
come shopping. At one point protesters put up a anti-racist MAFNET banner over the cross. Alternative B: Shoreline Zone Corridor road construction. Alternative 

After the event had wound to a close and people were about to break off, the cops decided that 
they couldn’t let the day go by without a confrontation. The cops told everyone to disperse and 
that their demo was over. The demonstraters, wondering how the police could determine when 
the demo was over, refused to leave. One demonstrater who refused to leave was lifted by his hair 
which ripped out resulting in a bald spot. The protesters were then surrounded by horses; some 
tried to leave but were attacked by the cops. In the chaos of the police attack some demonstrators 


C: Inland Buffer Zone Corridor road construction. Under Alternative . 
A no new roads would be created and existing roads would continue 
knocked over the kkk kross, which the kkkops appropriately put back up. The horses ran people | Environmental Impact Statement is open until March 20, 1995. To 
over and even a city councilman and an AP journalist were attacked by the police. support Alternative A please contact: Superintendent Grant Peterson, 
Public review sessions will also be held in February. The 
Capital area will host one on February 12, 1995, in the Holiday Inn 
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ng trails, 


in the bud. We must fight these anti-democratic attacks by the police and state and we must come 
out en masse everytime fascists appear in public. If you are interested in supporting those who 


would not change and the Beaver Basin would remain unscarred by 

the cops without any resistance. Three people were charged with felonys - assaulting police offi- | You may also use the internet to contact Superintendent Peterson, 
-Jay Tatara 

were victims of the police attack write to MAFNET: Po Box 02097, Columbus, OH 43202. 


pavement, bulldozers, and cars. Please Support Alternative A! 

What you can do: 

The Public Comment period on the Beaver Basin Rim Road 
cers. The others were charged with misdemeanor rioting. As usual the police attack and brutalize] address it to PIRP_Administration@NPS.gov. ant 
while we become the “criminals”. This is nothing but a political attack - the state is trying to put Se ge im will be available at Government Buildings and 
away activists waging a successful campaign against the fascism of the kkk and Nazis. It fears we | “0° “1>taties tor viewing. 

For more info please call or write. 127 Whitehills E.Lansing, 

MI, 48823 

517-351-4490 M A 
CULTUR 
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to be maintained. The ample access to park by motorized vehicle 
After the smoke cleared it turned out six people were arrested. Most were beaten and maced by | Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, P.O. Box 40, Munising, MI, 49862. 
South Convention Center, at 6820 S. Cedar St. from 2 to 4 pm. 
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Car 


A major problem 
facing urban areas is 
increasing pollution 
and traffic congestion 
caused by automo- 
biles. Some people 
have tried to make 
this problem a it 
“moral issue”, accus- 
ing people who drive 
cars of being irrespon- 
sible and less con- 
cerned over the envi- 
ronment. This is a 
zealous, puritanical 
position that fails to 
recognize the forces 
which control and 
drive our lives in capi- 
talism. It completely 
disregards the fact the 
for many people, a car 
is the only reliable 
transportation avail- 
able. 

Before the rise of 
the Big Three 
automakers, most 
cities of any size had 
fairly elaborate public 
transportation sys- 
tems. The city of 
Lansing had a system 
of trolleys and interur- 
ban trains which 
would carry a person 
from one end of the 
city to an other with- 
out ever having to 
transfer, and even to 
surrounding towns 
such as St. Johns, 
d Mas 


‘Ould £ 
with ease around the 
city without needing a 
car, day or night. So 
what happened? 

Beginning in the 
1950's, the automo- 


Trouble 


bile corporations 
tried to buy up 
every private bus 
company, trolley and 
interurban train com- 
pany they could get 
their hands on. In 
some cases they con- 
tinued to operate the 
bus companies with 
their own rolling stock 
(and much-reduced 
service). In all cases 
the trolley and train 
companies were put 
out of commission, 
being in direct com- 
petition with the pri- 
mary product of the 
auto companies. By 
the mid-sixties, trol- 
ley and interurban 
service was rare or 
non-existent. Los 
Angeles, which had 
been blessed with an 
excellent public. transit 
system, was reduced 
to the barely func- 


tional level it is 
known for today. 
Lansing, where a 


trolley would carry 
you from downtown 
to Lake Lansing sever- 
al times a day and 
well into the night, 
was reduced to the 
barely existent CATA 
system, which stops 
running at 6 or 7 on 
most lines, and does- 


Once mass transit 


was no longer an 


option, the automo- 
bile was all that was 
left. And people 
enjoyed the freedom 


from 


of the automobile. It expand- 


available to us. We could drive 
from coast to coast if we 
chose to doso. We could leave 
the urban areas and visit the 
parks and forests many hun- 
dreds, or even thousands, of 
miles away. The car was, and 
even is,a wonderful inven- 
tion. But alongside all this free- 
dom and mobility came con- 
gestion and carbon monoxide 
fumes. It didn’t take long before 
there were too many cars to 
move in cities, the oldest of 
which had been designed for 
foot traffic or travel by horse- 
back. Then the destruction of 
the urban environment began 
in ernest. Whole neighbor- 
hoods were obliterated or 


subdivided to make room 
for widened thoroughfares 
and superhighways. 


Architectural and historic trea- 
sures were flattened without 
thought. And the superhigh- 
ways only INCREASED the 
congestion, making it easier to 
bring more cars into the 
already crowded city streets. 
They marred the urban land- 
scape with ugly concrete but- 
tresses and obtrusive on and 
off ramps. 

To escape the congestion of 
the cities people abandoned 
the urban centers for sprawl- 
ing suburbs, developments 
which destroyed forests, fields 
and wetlands, as well as 
encouraged the building of 
still MORE superhighways. 
As people mov 


ey 
worked, the trip to work, the 
commute, became a factor 
which made the car even 
more necessary. Even in areas 


take your breath away. 


At last, an automobile worthy of the times. 
The style, the statement, are sheer extrava- 
gance. No expense has been spared, no 


detail overlooked. 


A timeless pleasure, the Apocalypse 
boasts unheard of standard features like pollu- 
tion-related cancer, respiratory and heart dis- 
| ease valued at $103 billion each year, auto- 
mobile injuries and related expenses of $394 
billion, and indulgences like gas and auto 
subsidies, lost time due to congestion, and road 
construction and maintenance, lifting this 


lion a year. Still, what good would all these 
wonders do, if not for the delightful pleasures 
which have earned this car its name. For 


example, a guaranteed petroleum supply, 


lion. 


‘ impressive little number by some $927 bil- 


*U.S. sticker 
associated wit 


Does not include frei 


. land; acid rat, 


environmental and hea 
vegetation from road s 
waterways and vegetation; nueralogical 
health coats due to noise 
lies of automobile acciden 


ical wetlands; 


lion acres of farmland dis 
tochlorofluorocarbons from 
gasoline and chemical runoffsf 
U.S. estimated at 21 Exxon Val 
ground oil storage tanks. Air 


automobiles In U. 
ght, handling 


most years a bargain at $30 billion or so, but 
courtesy of the Gulf War, now over $150 bil- 


And what would the Apocalypse be with- 
out the greatest extravagance of all. Introducing 
The Apocalypse Payment Program (APP), con- 
veniently allowing you to defer your payments 
to your children, and to their children after that. 


$250,000* 


‘The Ultimate Extravagance, ` 


victims; 


auto Industry of, 
: ge from lead discharges; : 

ollution; secondary emotional damage to fami- 
See „tire fires; displacement of biolog- 
500 million mammals killed yearly by automobiles; 3 mil- 

placed yearly In the U.S.; 

mobile air conditioner (#1 


rice based on individual share of total social costs 

S. over average car Iife of 10 years. 
and P.D.I.; oil spills at sea and an 
from auto emissions and auto sneer smoke stacks; 

lth costs from global warming; 

salts; discharge 


e to water and 
of toxins into 


ozone depletion due 
cause); oil, 


rom roads Into waterways (yearly runoff In 
dez oil spills); Pollution from under- 
conditioning and power steering extra. 


Plot to Destroy The Heart of 
The City 


The Lansing City Market, also known as “The Heart of the City” 
thanks to a local media campaign, has been in a steady state of decline 
since the city government decided to “fix” it in the late 1980's. This hap- 
pened, perhaps not-so-ironically, at the same time local real estate develop- 
ers Gas Sumuggies prominent among them) were casting covetous eyes on 
the parcel of land occupied by the market on the banks of the Grand 
River. Located strategically beside the Lansing Center and near Lansing 
Community College, the City. Market sits on a valuable piece of land 
for those members of the local brain trust whose idea of development 
is office buildings and parking lots. 

So the market, which had functioned happily and healthily for many 
decades, was suddenly the of focus municipal “help”. Mayor Terry 
“Take-the-money-and-run” Mckane set in motion a massive remodeling 
and “improvement” campaign at the market. The entire west wing was 
closed, the vendors who had been there were told unceremoniously to 
leave. A new ventilation system was installed and the plumbing was 
improved. A new floor and new windows were installed. Of course all 
of these “improvements” cost a lot of money. Taxpayers money. How 
was this money to be recouped’? From the vendors, of course. The stall 
rents on the New and Improved “Heart of the City” Market were dou- 
bled. This resulted in the exodus of many of the biggest vendors, who, 


angry to begin with at the disruptions caused by the remodelling, were 


enraged at having to pay for the inconvenience. 

With the departure of so many vendors, the variety of produce available 
at the market naturally dwindled, making it inevitable that many shop- 
pers who had been loyal to the market for years, would go elsewhere; (out 
of necessity not desire) to buy their groceries. With key vendors driven out, 
and with the number of patrons reduced to only a hardy few, the plan 
to steal the City Market was nearly complete. All that would be required 
was time and the inevitable dissatisfaction of taxpayers at funding some- 
thing they had no use for. To expedite this process, the board operating 
the market was taken away from city government (and possible voter 
review) and given toa private board, which was, I believe, designed to act 
as the body which would finalize the sale of the market when all hope of 
revitalization was finally exhausted. 

Running on a parallel course with the slow murder of the City Market 
was the sale and demolition of the Civic Center. I say a parallel course 
because in both cases the crew involved were the same 


the Civic Center and called for the building of the legendary Transportation 
Center, he is apparently unwilling to oppose these schemes. This is proba- 
bly something he views as just good politics.it is in fact too late to do 
anything about the City Fish Company. The Civic Center, the victim of a 
decade of abuse and neglect, is useless to the city in its present condition. 
Given the “Moron Factor” down at City Hall, the factor which tore down 
most of the commercial properties on Michigan Avenue in order to shut 
down a dirty bookstore, Hollister may consider that the city has gotten off 
lightly, losing only two local landmarks (if the City Market can be saved) 
instead of the kind of massive urban destruction which went on 
behind the State buildings between Pine and Logan (hundreds of hous- 
es, whole neighborhoods, destroyed to make room for dirt parking lots!). 
This may be good politics, but it’s not justice. The city of Lansing has been 
abused and exploited by the worst sort of small time sleezeball hustlers 
imaginable. The fact that most of them have become fat and rich by 
doing so doesn’t change their status. They may have a lot of money, but 


Qfaieeme is just the beginning. The whole filthy crew, degasas, 
Üie, ctc. need to be brought to accounts. They and their sorry-ass bud- 


dies owe us acity to replace the one they stole and wrecked. 

In the meantime, lets make sure they don’t get their greedy paws on 
the City Market. That means we need to shop there regularly, get our 
friends to shop there regularly, and try to encourage more vendors to open 
up. If the market is up and running and the sleezeballs know people are 
willing to fight to save it, they will be reluctant to move (though not alto- 
gether stopped,). What is needed finally and foremost is for the vampires 
which have been sucking at the heart’s blood of this city to be dragged 
kicking and screaming into the light of day. When that is done, we may 
not be a “world class capitol city”, but we will at least be a healthy city. 
Mike Kolhoff 


they’re still two-bit. And they need to be brought down. Going after aaa 
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Cops Crack Down To Protect The Klan| 


After a huge anti-KKK mobilization last April, Michigan 
ariti-fascists were left with much to think about after a disap- 
pointing response to the Klan’s appearance October 22 in 
Lansing. About 250 people came out to shut the Klan down, 
compared to one thousand last April, and were met with 
intense police harassment by a force that outnumbered us. 

Active Transformation, an anarchist activist group, was the 
only Lansing organization building for a counter demonstra- 
tion. -Much of the city was preoccupied with the usual unity 
day bullshit a week previous. The usual - ignore fascism and 
it will go away - line was pushedby the mayor and other mis- 
leaders. We felt it necessary to organize a militant demo and 
march to show the KKK they’re not welcome here or any- 
where, to protest police brutality and massive public money 


` spent to protect the racists, and to provide an anti-fascist alter- 


native. 

About fifty people marched from Michigan State University 
to the State Capitol building in downtown Lansing. We tried 
to take over a Jane of the road, but the cops who will block all 
of downtown for the Klan, threatened us with arrest. It 
became obvious that the pigs were not gonna let things get 
out of hand like last April - where a near riot took place when 
the crowd hurried to the back of the Capitol in hopes of get- 
ting at the KKK. Many youths threw rocks and debris at cops 
and the crowd was dispersed with cs gas and hundreds of riot 
cops. They would not let this happen again. 

When we arrived at the Capitol we were greeted with an 
unpleasant sight of tons of cops and few protesters. 
Confusion and disappointment swept over the previously 
lively marchers. Stories circulated about a rally earlier that 
day in Howell, Michigan where anti-fascists were also out- 
numbered by klan supporters and of another NWROC mem- 
ber being picked up on an outstanding warrant. Many of us 
were masked to avoid being photoed by the cops and har- 


rassed later. After this action was taken on as the first- 


Midwest Anti-Fascist Network (MAFNET) action the week- 
end before at its founding conference, we expected at lot more 
people to show up. 

Some folks entered the penned in area where a handful of 
klan supporters had gathered, but the police added another 
line directly behind the anti-fascists in the pen so chances for 
action were small. The Klanscum eventually took to the steps 
after a few minutes of Metallica. They began their tirade ot 


"hate to shouts of anger from the cr 


pen didn’t last long due to the harrasment ii was concen- 


trated on them. They left the area and were not seen again. 

Then our friend Matt was arrested. The cops told him to 
take-off his mask and as he did they grabbed him and 
slammed him on the cement twice although offered no resis- 
tance. He was carried out by two pigs, both bending the shit 
out of his arms for no reason. Many in the crowd followed 
them shouting at the cops. Then about 50 riot cops came out 
of a building into the street where we had followed the cops, 
so we regrouped. 

A few minutes later an NWROC member was arrested and 
there was a similar reaction. The cops also harrassed two 
black youths who entered the area. They were immediately 
set upon by two or three cops who took them across the street 


‘bail. That time the cops 


and searched them. Another man was given the same treat- 
ment. None of them were seen during the rest of the demo. 

All this time the Klan continued to spew their shit and peo- 
ple shouted back - to no avail. They eventually shut up and 
left the steps after about an hour. Immediately the riot cops 
closed in, determined not to let the door open for some effec- 
tive action, threatening to release teargas if the area was not 
immediately evacuated. They only let us leave in one direc- 
tion. We all slowly retreated all the while taunting and har- 
rassing the pigs as we went. When we got near the yuppie 
Radison Hotel people called to take it over and as we moved 
toward it a mini-van sped in and outjumped a swat team 
aiming submachine guns at us. 

They drove us farther down Michigan Avenue, but people 
refused to leave, lingering at every halt of the police, except 
for NWROC who disappeared as soon as the KKK left the 
steps. At this point a motorcycle pig took off and ran into a 
black child on a bicycle - kicking him in the leg. The cop 
drove off and did nothing about it. People were obviously 
pissed, but there was nothing we could do. Then the cops 
started firing tear gas and then people started running. One 
kid tried to throw a cannister back at the cops, but burned his 
hand. 

We met back at City 
Hall to make sure all 
those arrested would be 
bailed out. Last April 
only one guy stuck 
around and organized 


didn’t allow the arrestees B 
phone calls or any com- 
munication, money had been stolen from some of them, and 
most had been roughed up pretty good. This time we threat- 
ened with a demo for the prisoners set for an hour after the 
rally ended. Officials at City Hall admitted that due to this 
they wanted to get all the prisoners out fast, unlike last time. 
Everyone was bailed out within the hour, including two chil- 
dren (11-14) who were arrested riding their bikes through the 
area that was being cleared by the cops. 

We all had many bad feelings about the day. After the 
enthusiasm of last Aprils rally and the successful MAFNET 


Sue sls a casio us be dowi to the situation at 


men that i is eOr red a i me met ee lack real com- 
munity ties. We must focus on building anti-fascist organiza- 
tions and doing really heavy organizing in our communities. 
The only way anti-Klan mobilizations can be effective is if we 
entirely outnumber the cops and shut their recruitment rallies 
down. We must look for different approaches for fighting 
fascism - targetting more than just the Klan and Nazis, but 
also the cops and the religious right. Counterdemonstrating 
against the fascists when they rally is necessary, but we need 
to find ways of setting the agenda instead of reacting and let- 
ting the fascists set the agenda. But most importantly we 
have to provide a coherent alternative to fascism that is 
accessable to all. If the anti-fascist movement is to move for- 
ward I think these are all questions we must deal with. 


tively small move- | tion in ideas and skills 


Real Skinheads Are Not Racist 


According to the media, all kids into 
the skinhead style and subculture are 
Queerbashers and racists. The media is 
not concerned with the truth, but rather 
with selling papers and air-time. The 
media has perpetuated the myth by giv- 
ing tremendous exposure to cases in 
which skinheads have been involved in 
violence. In fact, skinheads I know that 
were on Jerry Springer were asked by 
the producers to start fights with the 
nazis and klansmen on the show and 
were told to “not speak of skinhead his- 
tory because they already knew about 
that.” 

The first thing which is important to 
acknowledge is that not all skinheads 
are racist. The original skinheads were 
working class kids in England in the late 
1960’s who took as much from the 
“Mod” movement (a Brittish rock sub- 
culture characterized in such films as 
Quadrophenia by the Who), as it did 
from Jamaican “Rude Boys” 
(Immigrants from the West Indies 
known for their style and tough atti- 
tudes). The original skinheads listened 
to American soul music, ska, and rock- 
steady ( two danceable predecessors to 


Reggae). They hung out with black 
youth, and frequented black dance 
clubs. Racial violence by skinheads was 
near non-existent at this point. How 
could there be when the skinhead style 
grew out of black culture and skins lis- 
tened to black music? (For this reason , 
anti-racist skinheads call neo-nazis 
“boneheads” because they are an abomi- 
nation to what real skinheads were.) 

Unfortuneately, skinheads were vio- 
lent (as many poor kids are), and their 
movement fell into decline as they 
began fighting amongst themselves, 
rival subcultures, and eventually the 
cops. 

About 10 years later in the late 70’s 
and early 80’s, skinheads re-emerged. 
This time, the media picked up on the 
ignorant elements within the skinhead 
scene (such as racism, sexism, and gay 
bashing) and played it up. The Brittish 
left-wing abandoned skinheads, feeling 
they were all racist, reactionary youth 
beyond reach, which allowed the right- 
wing to infiltrate and organize the skin- 
head scene. Feeling condemned some 
skinheads turned. to the only people 
who supported them: the National Front 


(a racist fascist party dedicated to 
keeping England “pure”). It’s important 
to note all skinheads did not take up the 
fascist ideology. Many stood against 
such ignorance as racism and homopho- 
bia (as characterized by bands like the 
Redskins and the Angelic Upstarts). 

The skinhead scene became a civil war 
between racist, homophobic right-wing 
boneheads and the skinheads that knew 
better. 

Most skinheads in the U.S. are anti- 
racist. Sadly, even within the anti-racist 
skinhead movement there are splits. 
One group called SHARP (Skinheads 
Against Racial Prejudice) exists nation- 
wide and in some foriegn countries. 
They are anti-racist but have been 
accused. of homophobia in some areas, 
although SHARP of Portland, Oregon 
has done security for ACT - UP events 
and has helped out in the gay communi- 
ty. Another group is RASH (Red and 
Anarchist Skinheads) who is the only 
group I completely agree with. Many of 
them are anarchists, socialists, commu- 
nists or defy labels ( but they are all left- 
wing). They recognize that racism and 
homophobia e¢entaved on poga Il 
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Nazi Music: 
COMING OUT OF 
THE 
UNDERGROUND? 


Members of Toronto ARA and 
Federation members out of 
Minneapolis and Detroit put on 
a workshop called “Combating 
the Nazi Music Underground” 
at the Columbus conference. 

Increasingly in the vanguard 
of the new wave of neoNazi 
organizing and violence in 
Europe and North America are 
young people. On both sides of 
the Atlantic racist/ nationalistic 
music and the social scene 
around it play an important 
role in bringing youth to orga- 
nized Nazi formations. 

For years the presence of white 
power skins in the punk/ alter- 
native music scene was not 
uncommon. In many areas 
they were driven out-In others 
they withdrew on their own 
and in some locations they held 
sway. In this shadowy 
milieu,their underground, they 
built structures. 

_ These included gang like 
alliances often called 
“Hammerskins” tagged with 
pre-fixes such as Eastern, 
Confederate, and 
Northern.Bands catering to this 
sub-culture developed and fol- 
lowings were established.Mail 
order cassette and paraphenalia 
operations started.Certain pub- 
lic areas and nightspots became ` 
turf.Some private music/drink- 
ing clubs came into being. 

Two levels of cross. HSE 


place. 

This occurred between these 
youth and older Klan/Nazi 
organizations. It also occurred © 
between working class ele- 
ments and more middle and 
upper class types amongst the 
youth. The result has been 
politicization,arms caches, safe 
houses,crash pads,sophisticated 
computer operations and busi- 
ness savvy. There is now a new 
crop of leaders attempting to 
cohere more dynamic strategies 
and alliances. There is an 
increasing willingness to chal- 
lenge any older racialist group 
or leader felt to be a burnout, 
incompetent,untrustworthy etc. 


Music still figures prominent- 
ly in their activities. There are 
several distributors and zines 
across the continent. There is 
an Aryanfest summer concert 
circuit. Now there are also two 
magazines, BLOOD & HONOR 
out of Long Beach and 
RESISTENCE from the Detroit 
area. RESISTENCE has 
announced an ambitious per- 
spective of emerging from the 
‘underground’.Trying to estab- 
lish a beach head in the metal 
scene is part of this. 

RESISTANCE, produced by 
Resistance Records,is a joint 
project of some Canadian and 
US Nazis. It is slick in cover 
and content. Multi-color 
bound,it features interviews 
with North American and 
European fascist 
bands,letters,nazi and music 
shorts and detailed instructions 
contaved on naxt poga 


on aspects of building support for RR. 
There is also bad poetry,crossword 
puzzles, and editorial page calls to 
national socialist insanity. 

Prior to this RR sold cassettes and 
promoted bands through UNDER THE 
HAMMER a skin Zine and adds in 
ARYAN ACTION LINE(SS ACTION 
GROUP). With the launch of RESIS- 
TANCE they also stepped up to what 
could be called visually attractive CDs. 
There are plans of going to music 
videos. 

Allied bands are RAHOWA (Toronto), 
MAX RESIST and the HOOLIGANS 
(Rochester,MI.), BOUND for GLORY 
(Minn./St.Paul), ARYAN (London,Ont.) 
, AGRAVATED ASSAULT(Plainsboro, 
NJ), THE VOICE(Phila.), NORDIC 
THUNDER (Delaware), and CENTURI- 
ON(Wisc.). The summer issue 
announced the promotion of their first 
long haired metal band an outfit from 
Jersey. Formerly called RITUAL it has 
been repackaged as NEW 
MINORITY.It’s release to be entitled 
WHITE, SRAIGHT and PROUD. 

One George Burdi is RR’s main 
mover. Burdi(aka G.Eric Hawthorne) 
is lead singer for RAHOWA, which 
stands for racial holy war. Until 
recently Burdi and company were part 
of the Church of the Creator.COTC’s 
many skinhead supporters have been a 
particularly aggressive lot. Young 
members have been convicted in mur- 
ders, assassination plots,armed rob- 
beries, pipe-and fire bombings coast to 
coast. 

Burdi and others have now left the 
‘COTC in a feud with it’s new honcho a 
non skin Dr. Rick McCarty. The 
Northern HammerSkins continue to 
figure heavily in its operation. SS 
Action, American Front,nazi computer 


bulletin boards and others continue to _ other right-wing organizations (and 
P A KARS Sis : re € setae ie an oe ist Soa 
matter) the inflation of membership 
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“promotet ` AE 
On September 31st Resistance 
Records promoted an Ian Stuart 
memorial concert in Racine, 
Wisconsin.Stuart with his British band 
SKREWDRIVER pioneered white 
power music. He was killed in a car 
wreck. Nearly 400 young Nazis 
attended. Afterwards a group of 40 
boneheads fucked with some Black 
people in a store. Joe Rowan of 
NORDIC THUNDER was shot dead. 
Eric Banks formerly of BOUND for 
GLORY was dispatched in similar fash- 
ion by a SHARPskin last year in 
Oregon. The Nazis are now trying to 
hold them up as martyrs to pump oth- 
ers up. 

Record shops,clubs and magazines 
are found carrying their shit,that book 
them or take adds need to be hit with 
anti-fascist campaigns. If you know of 
any inform us. Toronto ARA is cur- 
rently taking on two such shops. 
Minneapolis ARA recently checked 
SKIN ART magazine for carrying an 
add. Word must be gotten out and 
preps made to challenge any moves 
into new areas. HEADS UP IN THE 
METAL ZONE! 

INFORM ON FASCIST ACTIVITIES IN 
YOUR AREA: 

In Canada:Toronto ARA;P.O.Box 
664,Stn.C, Toronto,Ontario M6J3S1 

In the U.S. AFWG; P.O.Box10491, 
.Livernois Stn.,Detroit,Mi. 48210 
MESSAGE LINES/VOICE MAIL: 
Toronto(416) 631-8835 

Detroit(313) 730-3517 

Toronto is preparing a pamphlet and 
organizing kit on the Nazi music scene. 
Send anything that may be of help. 
Newspaper articles,copies of Nazi 
zines,album covers, photos, intelli- 
gence reports,etc. 


Rightist Paramilitary Formed 

On October 24th 300 members of the Michigan Militia 
rallied in front of Lansing’s City Hall to protest the 
raising of the United Nations flag on U.N. day. Two 
days before, approximately a hundred yards away, mem- 
bers of the Michigan KKK had rallied to call for race 
war and white power. 

The assembled militia members jeered and booed as 
the Sexton High School band and color guard per- 
formed. Looks of fear and distress were obvious on the 
high schoolers faces. The militia members also verbally 
abused several foreign and non-white students who had 
gathered there with their teachers to view an international 
ceremony. Instead they got a glimpse at what the future 
may well hold in store for the “land of the free”. 

This demonstration by the Michigan Militia was the 
first public display by this group, which began orga- 
nizing a little over a year ago. Other militia formations, 
under the national umbrella of “The Civilian Militias”, 
have been created around the U.S., particularly in the 
midwest. In Michigan they claim a membership of 10- 
12 thousand, with supposedly hundreds joining every 
week. Are these people relatively harmless gun nuts’? 

The political position of the Civilian Militia is clear 
from their literature. They obviously oppose restrictions 
on assault weapons. Many people who aren't right- 
wing thugs also oppose this ban, for various reasons. But 
the Civilian Militia also believes that the United Nations 
is the seat of an international conspiracy to impose a 
“socialist world government”. Their primary brochure, 
“Your Civilian Militia”, also proclaims their intention to 
protect America from enemies, “both foreign and 
domestic”. Who are the domestic enemies of 
America’? Whose America are they defending’? Nowhere 
in the literature I’ve seen do they specify who these 
domestic enemies are, but we can guess, and I believe it’s 
safe to assume that the Civilian Militias enemies list 
includes all revolutionaries and activists fo r social 
change, as well as blacks, gays and anybody else who is 
not white or in line with riht-wing interests. 

The total membership figure may or may not be accu- 
rate. If it is, then it can be assumed that not all 10-12 
thousand members are equally gung-ho, since only 300 
showed up in Lansing for their first big demo. Like 

izati d left-wing for that 


figures is reflexive. 
But, if the numbers are even one quarter right (2500- 
3000), it is still worth pondering that many organized 
right-wing thugs with guns just in Michigan. 

If the activities of official police agencies should be 
viewed with distrust and alarm, the open existence of 
an armed paramilitary, obviously if not blatantly 
rightwing, should send us immediately into action. Given 
the nature of official police agencies, no doubt there is 
significant overlaps in membership. which oiily gives the 
paramilitaries more power still. If the experience of our 
comrades in Central and South America is any indication, 
the existence of a right-wing paramilitary means terror 
and death squads, with the police turning a blind eye 
or openly assisting in the process. 
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The Civilian Militia and the Minutemen 

Certain obvious similarities exist between the current 
paramilitaries and the Minutemen, a rightist paramili- ` 
tary group that functioned from the early sixties to the 
mid-seventies. The Minutemen advocated a much more 
overtly fascist program than do the Civilian Militias, 
calling for the assassination of liberal politicians, armed 
suppression of the civil rights movement, the end of 
fluoridation in the water system, and putting cyanide gas 
in the ventilation system of tile United Nations. 

The Minutemen’s professed reason for existence 
was to form armed groups to fight a guerrilla war after 
what they saw as the eminent takeover of the United 
States by “a world-wide communist government head- 
quartered at the United Nations.” The Minuteinen 
formed themselves into local guerrilla groups and prac- 
ticed insurgent warfare and demolitions. Their main 
stronghol was in the midwest (Missouri). The 
Minutemen eagerly sought to recruit gunsmiths, who 
they turned to the task of reactivating DEWATs 
(Deactivated War Trophies) such as rocket launchers 
and machineguns. A major part of their literature was anti- 
gun control, specifically opposing the registration of 


~ firearms of any kind. 


Like the Minutemen, the Civilian Militias spend a good 
deal of their time practicing guerrilla warfare. Their gun 
control stance is a 1990s version of the Minutemen’s. 
Their view of the U.N. is almost identical to that of the 
Minutemen. A significant refinement in approaches is the 
toning down of the right-wing rhetoric used by the 
Civilian Militia over that of the Minutemen. It could be 
theorized that right-wing extremists are using the 
Civilian Militia as a recruiting and organizing tool, on 
the one hand providing a “conveyor belt” wherein 
new members can be contacted and slowly brought 
around. Operating the Civilian Militias as a front group 
for right-wing recruiting is not too far fetched an idea. 
Leninist groups operate in this fashion ail the time 
(although with considerably less apparent success). 
There is just enough right-wing rhetoric present and 
implied in the Militia’s literature to keep any leftists well 
clear, while at the same time not enough to offend the 
average person whose ideology has been shaped by 
the sophisticated manipulation of the capitalist media over 
the last decade-and-a-half. 


"Whether the Civilian Militia is justa group of armed 


Republicans or the nucleus of future death squads and 
stormtroopers does not matter much. Their appear- 


ance demands immediate action on the part of all anti- 


authoritarians. Differences and divisions which have 
kept us separated and weak must be resolved and/or 
shoved aside. The continuous betrayal of workingclass 
interests by the partys of the rich have created an atmos- 
phere of social pessimism from which monsters have 
emerged in the past. The November elections indicate 
both the disinterest and cynicism of the majority of 
Americans and the massive mobilization of right-wing 
forces. We must match that mobilization with our own. 
There is still time left to fight. 

Mike Kolhoff 


Get Organized 


Coming out of the MAFNET(Midwest Anti - Fascist Network) founding conference October 15-16, 1994, it 
looks as if it may become a key player in the fight against fascism. Although little structure was decided on at the con- 
ference, it was built on the following four points of unity: 1)The need for mass mobilization at the place where the fas- 
cists are scheduled to show up; 2) not relying on the cops or the courts to “ban the klan”; 3)non-sectarian defense of 
anti-fascist activists facing state repression; 4) broad mobilization to stop fascists by fighting racism, anti-semitism, sex- 
ism, and lesbian-gay bigotry. People from all over U.S. and some from Canada showed up for workshops and forming 


the network. 


Colombus Anti-Racist Action funded and put the conference together with some input from Love and Rage 


Revolutionary Anarchist Federation, Trotskyist League, 


and Active Transformation. Columbus-ARA has a bimonthly 


newsletter that it offers for free to anyone who drops em a line. This was used to build the conference and MAFNET. It 
is sortof the MAFNET info bulletin. The conference also decided to establish an internal discussion bulletin for facilli- 
tating discussion within the federation. Hopefully by the conference next year, after a year of communication, we can 


come to some agreement on structure and responsibility. 


There were many interesting workshops at the conference which focused on much more than the KKK. There 


were workshops on Black/Jewish relations, self defense, confronting the nazi music scene, 


Greensboro Murders, history of anti-racist skinheads, 
when the KKK comes to your town, 


integrating MAFNET, the 


to name a few. There was also a panel discussion on what to do _ 


One of the exciting things about MAFNET is its apparent anti-authoritarian nature. Although not explicitly 
anarchist, there are an enormous amount of anarchists involved. Unfortunately, especially for them, most of the pro- 
duction work is coming out of Columbus (the newsletter and discussion bulletin). Hopefully by next year we can 


decentralize things a bit, for broader representation and less stress on Columbus 


ARA. I think MAFNET has a lot of 


people involved who want to work militantly against fascism, but are tired of the authoritarianism of groups like 
NWROC. Many of us involved were previously members of NWROC who grew disenchanted with its non-democratic 
nature and control by the RWL(Revolutionary Workers League). This is a space where we can help define how we 
want to fight fascism, instead of being directed from above by people who we never see (at meetings, let alone demos). 
MAFNET is an opportunity to build a large anti-fascist force. Let’s communicate and strategize and try to 
come up with a plan by next year. If you want to get involved contact Active Transformation at PO Box 6746, East 
Lansing, MI 48826. Let’s build a movement to obliterate hate crimes and fascists and work on real solutions to the 


world’s problems. 
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Letter From Subcomandante Marcos 


To the national magazine Proceso: 

To the national newspaper La Jornada: 

To the national newspaper El Financiero: 

To the local newspaper in San Cristobal de las Casas Tiempo: 

Sirs: 

I don’t know why they say that Mexico has changed, that now 
nothing is the same, thatanew democratic era has begun 
for the country. I don’t know about there, but here 
everything is the same. The PRI perjures itself and swears 
(after the disgraceful fraud) that it won fairly. Ranchers and 
businessmen join in, saying that they “respect the will of 
the people”-in other words they are saying that they only 
respect their own will. The Catholic Church is an accomplice 
(to the fraud). The indigenous peasants know that the PRI 
didn’t win fairly. They aren’t going to endure another PRI 
governor. They know that a traitor to his own blood can’t be 
allowed to govern. 

Little by little the Chiapaneco world is ; beginning to 
divide. The wind from above assumes its old forms of 
arrogance and haughtiness. The police and the Federal 
Army close ranks around money and corruption. The 
wind from below once again travels the ravines and valleys; 
it is beginning to blow strongly. There will be a storm. 

We are in the same situation that existed in December of 
1993; the country is living in a euphoria of high economic 
indicators, political stability, promises of better times for ordi- 
nary citizens, and promises of continued stability for power- 
ful citizens. In Chiapas there is a PRI government that is 
said to have “popular support.” The country is calm. 
Everyone is calm... and then the first hour of January First ... 
Enough already! No? OK. I wish you health and hope you 
have a little understanding for what’s coming. 

>From the mountains of Southeastern Mexico. 
Insurgent Subcomandante Marcos 

PS. Ana Maria tells me that “the water is rising in the mountain streams.” I look worriedly at the greyness that is stretched across the horizon. She 
adds, “If it doesn’t stop raining, those streams are going to run as they never have before.” She goes off to check the guards. ‘As they never have 
before,” I mutter.I light my pipe. The elder Antonio approaches me and asks for a light for his cigarette. I shelter the lighter’s flame with my hands. I 
can just see, in that brief light, that Antonio is crying. Ana Maria returns. She comes to attention and reports. Then she asks, “The troops are ready. What 
are we going to do?” I look once again at the greyness that is spreading across the sky and dominating the night. I answer her with a sigh, “We wait. 
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Oct. 8th - Zapitistas Cut Off Communication 


With PRI Regime and Prepare for War _ 


Communique from the Clandestine Revolutionary Indigenous Committee 
General Command of the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN). Mexico. 
October 8, 1994 

To the people of Mexico: 

To the peoples and governments of the world: 

To the national and international press: 

Brothers and sisters: 

Thee Clandestine Revolutionary Indigenous Committee-General Command of 
the EZLN declares the following: 

First: The Federal Army has continued deploying troops in the con- 
flict zone. Ithas continued its patrols with armored vehicles, entering 
Zapatista territory. lt has continued with its low-flying over-flightsby com- 
bat aircraft. In the last few days,the garrisons in Altamirano, Las 
Margaritas and Ocosingo have been reinforced with troops and military 
fortifications. Dozens of armored vehicles have been sent to Tuxtla 
Gutierrez and to San Cristobal de las Casas. Low-flying over flights by 
combat aircraft of the Federal Army continued during the month of 
September. Day and night, in the municipalities of Las Margaritas and 
Ocosingo, the constant over-flights by aircraft seek to intimidate and pro- 
voke an armed clash. During the night of October the 7th and the day of 
October the 8th these threatening over-flights continued. 

Second: The soldiers stationed in the municipal capitals of Ocosingo, 
Altamirano and Las Margaritas are openly preparing themselves for 
combat, and amongst the troops there are rumors of an imminent attack. 

Third: The recent evictions of occupied lands: in the state [of Chiapas- 
translator] have been a show of force, and women and children have been 
beaten, arrested and tortured-peasants whose only crime is not having 
land to cultivate. The government has chosen to favor a repression that 
benefits the powerful instead of a dialogue that would benefit the dispos- 
sessed, 

Fourth: The peaceful civil demonstrations by our indigenous brothers 
and sisters throughout the Republic have been answered with 
repression and intoJerance. The repression against our indigenous 
brothers and sisters in Guerrero deserves special mention. 

Fifth: The organizations of ranchers and businessmen continue with 
their belligerence, threatening and assaulting those who are seeking a 
dignified peace in Chiapas. We have proof of the participation of mem- 
bers of the public security forces of the state of Michoacan in the train- 
ing of the ranchers’ “white guards.” The so-called “ civic fronts” have 
been reactivated by Mr. Robledo Rincon for the purpose of stopping the 
peaceful civil mobilizations of the Chiapaneco people against the 
imposition of Rincon as governor. 

Sixth: The recent political crime perpetrated against the Secretary 


General of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)-a crime whose 
source should be sought within the government’s own ranks-is a mur- 
derous response to the democratic impulses in the country. 

Seventh: The self-proclaimed “Presidential Spokesperson for the 
Fulfillment of the Peace Accords in Chiapas,” sought to provoke our 
troops by entering Zapatista territory in a helicopter of the IMSS 
[Mexican Social Security Institute-translator] and uselessly trying to 
encourage a division amongst the Zapatista population with government 
handouts. The renowned spokesperson” sought to provoke our troops to 
attack his helicopter in order to justify the breaking of the cease-fire by Federal 
troops. 

Eighth: The Ministry of Health, by means of their local agencies, has 
started to remove 
equipment and personnel that were stationed under the flag of the Intem- 
ational Committee of the Red Cross-in the cease-fire zone of San Miguel, in 
the municipality of Ocosingo. When he was questioned by the local popula- 
tion, the person in charge of removing the equipment said that he “had 
orders to remove all the equipment because it’s known that Federal 
troops are going to attack at any moment and all the equipment would be 
lost.” 

Ninth: Therefore, in order to respond to these provocations, so as not to 
be an accomplice to the deceit that the government of Salinas de Gortari is 
carrying out, so as not to endorse the culture of political crime that charac- 
terizes the current. government, and in order to reaffirm its commitment to 
the struggle against fraud and imposition, the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army has decided to break off the dialogue with the supreme govern- 
ment. Salinas de Gortari has done everything possible and necessary to 
suspend the dialogue. Since March, 1994 there hasn’t been any willing- 
ness on the part of the government to resolve the problem. By breaking off 
the dialogue, the EZLN formalizes the cur-rent reality: there is no willingness 
on the part of the government to seek a peaceful solution. 

Tenth: Zapatista troops have finished mining all land access to rebel 
territory and anti-aircraft units have been deployed. We are ready. 

Eleventh: While there is no real willingness to dialogue, and until the 
necessary conditions are met, the EZLN will not resume talks to find a 
peaceful solution to the conflict. 

Freedom! 

Justice! 

Democracy! 

Respectfully, 

>From the mountains of Southeast Mexico. .Clandestine - 
Revolutionary Indigenous Committee-General Command of the EZLN. 
Mexico. October, 1994. 


tai ea 


PPS. One of the mysteries of 
Ezetaelene is uncovered. A lively 
and violent wind, sweet and 
bitter, blows a paper to the feet 
of an indigenous peasant. On 
the paper one can read: 
“Declaration of Principles of the 
EZLN.” “A certain dose of ten- 
derness is necessary inorder to 
walk when there is so much 
against you, in order to awak- 
en when you're so exhausted. 
A certain dose of tenderness is 
necessary in order to see, in this 
darkness, a small my of light in 
order to make order from 
shame and obligations. A certain 
dose of tendemess is necessary 
in order to get rid of all of the 
sons of bitches that exist. But 
sometimes a certain dose of 
tendemess is not enough and 
it’s necessary to add...a certain 
dose of bullets.” 
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Prisoners the experiments in they were performing a 
x which they lay down in patriotic duty for their 

Testicles-acofalke box and country. 
in had their testicles low- Today more than 


Radiated ered into water. Then half of the 131 partici- 
1960s and 70s the “researchers” pants have died. Many 
A decade-long exposed their testicles complain of major groin 
research project was done to a dose of radiation pains, persistent rashes 
on prisoners in the 1960s stronger than 20 mod- and painful lumps on 
and into the 1970s in ern diagnostic X-rays. their testicles. One partic- 
Oregon and Washington Many inmates went ipant reported one of his 
State Prisons. It was through the experiment testicles became attached 
funded by the Atomic many times, Some of to hi ze 
nergy Commission ers’ e ; 
(now the Department of exposed to as much as experiment. 
Energy) and NASA, and 640 rads, an amount -The experiments 
vas supposedly that is potentially fatal were to aid the space pro- 
designed to help deter- ifspread over the whole gram, in the U.S.’s 
mine how much radia- body. attempts to colonize outer 
tion U.S. astronauts could For participat- space before the Soviet 
bear during spaceflights. ing in the experiments, Union. But the actual 
One hundred the prisoners received a effect of the experiments 
thirty-one inmates “vol- $5-a-month stipend. on the prisoners was to 
untarily” participated in They were told that make them sterile or 


Prisons Oppress Black Community, 
While Creating a Lucrative Industry 


Prisons, like all aspects of the criminal sanction system, are increasingly being 
used to attack the black community while bringing government subsidized jobs 
to white communities. This system is in crisis and even while crime is on the 
decline, it is filling up prisons by criminalizing black people and other 
oppressed nationalities. Racially biased legislation such as the state and federal 
crime bills will only increase the number of Black, Chicano, and Native inmates 
locked-down in the U.S. In proportion to population, the U.S.already imprisons 


_ five times more black people than South Africa and more Mexican people than 


Mexico. Although African people and other oppressed nationalities make up 
only 6% of the general Minnesota population, they make up over 45% of the 
population in prisons and jails. 

While oppressing black people, prisons provide sought after contracts 
and jobs for white communities. All over the country, legislators are fighting for 


prisons to be located in their home district. The rural town of Appleton, 


Minnesota built a prison on speculation, hoping the cells could fetch a good 
price on the open market. (This prison’s inmates are Puerto Ricans.)Prisons 
built in Amarillo, Texas will create 1400 new jobs there, including guards, psy- 
chiatrists, social workers, and administrators. Prisons also provide contracts for 
corporations for things like sanitation supplies, laundry facilities, electricity, 
phone equipment, guns, etc. 

In addition to these government funded “benefits,” there is the forced 
cheap labor performed by the prison population. Inmates usually make 1/10 to 
1/20 the typical wages outside of prison. When black people were forced to 
provide free labor as slaves in southern u.s., there were few prisons. After the 
end of chattel slavery, the prison population swelled. In prisons, the labor of 
black people was “legally” stolen again. According to the u.s. constitution: 
“Neither slavery or involuntary servitude except as punishment for crime where 
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All talk from politicians and business creeps is a load of bull. They talk as if everyone on earth would benefit if capitalism 
were to penetrate to all corners of the earth. But this is a logical impossibility. Capitalism requires economic inequality. 
There will always be slaves and exploited workers as long as capitalism persists. 

Capitalism is founded on genocide and slavery wherever it provides well for the rich, from the indigenous peoples 
of the “new world” to the so-called witches of Europe; from the sweatshops of Asia and India where most textiles come from 
to the plantation and migrant farming of southern america. In order for the bosses to cash in, someone must produce. 

As NAFTA and GATT spread the capitalist plague across the earth it must become clear that the u.s. government 
cares none for “its” working class. Soon all u.s. industry will be gone and with it nearly all working class jobs. The u.s. 
working class is too expensive for the multinational capitalist. Why pay $15 an hour with benefits and have to worry about 
environmental protection here when you can move a little south and worry about none of it - purchase children from parents 
to work as slaves and dump the waste wherever you please. 

What will remain here if nothing is done? Minimum wage Burger King jobs, plenty of jobs in the security/prison 
industry, and you can always join the army. The u.s. will further polarize along economic lines as the racial lines diminish. 
The white worker will be demoted to the level of the black or latino worker, The u.s. will further ghettoize, forcing more 
whites into the cycles of poverty, drugs, violence, and despair. This is what the fascists are afraid of. They don’t mind it 
when “others” are kept down, but to them “white” people are special. But capitalism is tired of paying off the white worker 
to keep the others “in their place”. Its much cheaper to do it with drugs and cops. Where much of the populace thinks in 
terms patriotic nationalism, the capitalists have wisened up to a new, more profitable game. In order for this multinational- 
ism to work, the u.s. populace must be only producers and consumers. GATT created the World Trade Organization, which 
has authority over issues of trade in regard to its members. If eontinuad on poga lâ 


unable to reproduce-in 
effect, genocide. In fact, 
the prisoners who partici- 
pated in the experiment 
were “encouraged” to get 
vasectomies afterward. 
These experiments 
of the 60s and 70s show 
that historically prisoners 
are seen as less-than- 
human by the U.S. govern- 
ment, and are fair game for 


by the outright fascist 
states in the 1930s. These 
types of experiments are 
always performed on 
groups of people that are 
seen as “ expendable” by 
the government, and in the 
U.S. that has typically 
been’ prisoners, racial 
minorities, and people 
with disabilities. 

While some rules 
passed by the NIH in 1978 
bar use of prisoners “in 


3 human, and continues to find newer and more 
any medical experiments devious ways to commit murder of genocidal 
that do not benefit them”, proportions against people in prison. 

the state continues to treat Source: Washington Post 11/20/94 

prisoners as less-than- Stolen from Claustrophobia, written by brad 


Mumia Update: 


From the Prison Activist Resource Center and Equal Justice USA 


Mumia Abu-Jamal has been moved! 

On Friday, January 13, the Pennsylvania Dept. of Corrections transferred 
mumia to its new super-maximum security or “control unit” prison. Mumia’s 
new address is: 

Mumia Abu-Jamal#AM-8335 

SCI Greene 

1040 East Roy Furman Highway 

Waynesburg, PA 15370 

Waynesburg is located in the southwestern corner of Pennsylvania. The state 
Department of Corrections (DOC) has plans to move all of the 185 people on 
death row to this remote location. This places Mumia and over half those on 
death row an ADDITIONAL three to four hours from their homes in 
Philadelphia. Death row prisoners transferred to SCI Greene will immediately 
face increased isolation; time out of cell will be cut from 2 hours per day (5 
days per week) to ONE hour per day. The “carrot” that the DOC holds up to 
this “stick” is rhetoric about death row prisoners being able to work their way 
out to general population. But such promises ring hollow in the face of tighter 


of the party shall have been duly convictedshall exist in the u.s. and its jurisdic- | lockdown. 
tion... Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legisla- | WRITE, CALL, OR FAX SUPERINTENDENT JAMES PIERCE at the above 


tion,” (i.e. the Crime Bill.) Prisons constitute modern day, legalized slavery. 
-The Committee Seeking Equal Justice for the Minnesota Eight 
Po Box 40355, St. Paul, MN 55104 (612)930-7514 


address or at 412-852-2902 / fax: 412-852-2909. Let him know that you support 
Mumia and will be watching closely how he and everyone at SCI Greene is 
treated. 
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DEATH Cc 


Death chambers 
Tennessee 1969-1971 

I measure certain things with mileposts. Today I turned 48 years old, in the 
Hole of Marion Federal Penitentiary. I turned 21 in Viet Nam. I turned 22 
shortly after I mustered out of the Army. I turned 23 in a stinking holding tank 
of the Montgomery County Jail in Tennessee. I turned 24 within spitting dis- 
tance of that state’s electric chair. My brief stay on Death Row began with 
county jail prisoners being fed spoiled rations from a dirty kitchen. Illness and 
anger resulted, a vote taken, swill thrown, grievances presented, and my travel 
ticket punched by a local judge who didn’t cotton to disturbances in his jail. 

Once you've got the troublemaker, organizer, agitator jacket on file, you're 

never out from under it. Inside “The Walls” of the Tennessee State Prison an 
aging fortress that sits like a festering wound in Nashville’s West End I was 
placed in Unit Six in a cell next to the death chamber. I’d existed next to death 
and misery in Viet Nam, but this was different. As I discovered, here death 
could be lightening-quick steel, or creep up on you like toxic mold. A domestic 
War. 
Power to the electric chair was temporarily off as the Supreme Court debated 
whether State executions were barbaric. Death Row prisoners had been moved 
to a nearby cellblock. Unit Six was now being used for quarantine and discipli- 
nary segregation. 

My cell faced a wall. For days I saw no one but guards. It was a hall of voic- 
es: the voices of insanity, fear, and rage. A strident voice near me kept going off 
about the love of Klan and the righteousness of James Earl Ray. This voice 
believed white babies 
were being killed by (El 
virile African men. 
Dementia. An attempt 
to dialogue was use- 
less. There were many 
voices that stepped on 


berated off the walls - 
my window to the dis- 
carded and abused. 


lull, a gospel voice 
would rise in spiritual 
tribute. I shook the 
message but held on 
to the messenger’s 
humanity. 

A week later, funky 
and alienated, I was 
moved to “classifica- 
tion”, less an 
euphemism than a lie. 
Hundreds of incoming 
prisoners ı were 
bunked over and 
under, head to toe. 
You could spread your 
arms out and touch 


r 
side - which is what 
some did and others 
feared. It was at this 
gladiators school that I 
met Jim Crow for real. 
The filth was over- 
powering, the toilets 
backed up, and the E 
blood flowed. Some 
of what I saw was : 
sadistic, some indiscriminate, some racial - all of it under the nose of the admin- 
istration and guards. - 

One night I was snapped awake by the screams of a nearby prisoner. I 
braced for the worst and peered through the darkness. Clutching his throat 
was a young man being mauled by a group whose faces were covered with 
makeshift masks. There was no saving him as he was dragged across the 
water-soaked, shit-stained floor. 

Different drummer 

I marched to a different drummer in that my rap partner was African. I’d 
been involved in a county jail protest involving white & Black prisoners, and 
Td hooked up with several Black political prisoners. And Jim Crow had to be 
defied: I crossed the color line in the Mess Hall. The guards soon jacked me up 
in a private session and they threatened me with a toe tag. They reeked of pork 
and division. A week later the classification board ruled me unfit for general 
population and I was banished to Death Row. 

During the 1970 moratorium on executions, Death Row was relocated to the 
flats in A-block. The remainder of the cells not used for condemned prisoners 
were filled by those the administration wanted under close custody. We 
endured the same conditions except the prospect of death by electrocution. I 
was dcing a 5-year bit. 

Isolated from the rest of the prison, we took our exercise on a fenced-in tier, 
and once a week in a concrete bunker sans top. They called it a yard, but it’s 
more like the inside corner of an abandoned building in the South Bronx. Other 
than that, we never left our cells. 
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Frank X was a former Muslim from Memphis, Tennessee. Apartheid City. 
James Earl Ray passed thru Memphis one fateful time, but Memphis cops are 
an institution of generational, racist killers. I learned much from prisoners born 
and raised in West Tennessee - being poor white or poor Black, city or country, 
the machinations of class and race attacked them with a fury. Frank X, with no 
job, education, or future decided to cash in on the Amerikan Dream with 4 
other young Black men. They robbed a liquor store. The plan was to take the 
money and run. At the liquor store Frank X remained behind the wheel of the 
car as the others went inside. During the robbery someone in the store pan- 
icked and a white clerk was shot to death. Frank X never heard the shot. When 
the 5 were later arrested the prosecutor vowed to march them all to the electric 
chair unless they copped pleas. The 4 inside, including the shooter, pleaded 
guilty and received life sentences. Frank X balked at a plea to a murder he did 
not commit, nor was even aware of until later. He went to trial before an entire- 
ly Caucasian cast of characters. He was convicted and sentenced to death. His 
homies were placed in the general prison population and Frank X went to 
Death Row. 

As a former Muslim he still retained some of his faith - in Allah, his personal 
hygiene, his diet. But he was now more politicized, partly through his study of 
Malcolm X - Black pride, Black history, and Black power. on the street his life 
was caught between the dictates of consciousness and the demands of survival. 
In this hostile environment the trap sprung. 

He lived amid the connections between white supremacy and the plantation 
network of county jails, chain gangs, and penitentiaries. The fortress we were 
in was over 100 years old. The cur- 
rent prison system descended from 
a the post-Reconstruction backlash 
which substituted penal servitude for 
chattel slavery. Profit was extracted 
from convicts mining coal, chopping 
cotton, picking beans, doing road- 
work and myriad other tasks. Coal 
ining ended in the 60’s but the rest 
continued. 
We'd sit on concrete or lean against 
steel bars as he dissected American 
society right down to the lowly racist 


‘He said that his trial was a culmina- 
tion of doors being slammed in his 
face since birth. I could relate. I’d 


: 
: 
fa 


o co 
for a moment, we shared some of the 
same space. 

_ Frank X was a conveyor of certain 
historical truths and present-day — 
realities. He taught me that to perse- 
vere against overwhelming adversity, 
you must carry the fight on your 
principles. 

Howard Williams was a Black 
Korean War veteran. During the war 
he picked up a drug habit. After his 
discharge, he returned to Memphis 
and began a family. But old habits 
die hard. The morphine wouldn’t let 
him go. When money ran thin, he 
decided to rob a drug store. He acted 
alone. What he wanted was the dope 
- he already had enough grief to con- 


eee eee eee| tend with. He carried a pistol to 


threaten, not to shoot. And he didn’t. 
But when the white pharmacist began to struggle, Howard struck him with the 
gun. The blow was not fatal but the pharmacist died when his head hit the 
floor. At his trial before an all-white jury, Howard was convicted and sentenced 
to die in the electric chair. Caught in a web of contradictions that placed him on 
the receiving end of white supremacy and the brink of extinction, he was bitter. 
Bitterness fed by the fact that the State was going to kill him despite the unin- 
tentional death of the pharmacist. He struggled to remain hopeful, yet he knew 
that the basis of his hope lay in a racist quagmire called the criminal justice sys- 
tem. He said he’s gone halfway around the world to fight Koreans and Chinese 
only to return home to find Amerika eating its Black and poor young. To be 
Black is to be under a sentence of death, he said, it’s just a question of knowing 
how you are going to die. Freedom is something held never know. 

The unfairness of his sentence - which he increasingly connected to the 
unfairness of his life - tore at the heart of Howard Williams. He was a contem- 
plative man, of good humour and sensitive to the have-nots of every race and 
creed. He served America in the Korean War - for reasons he didn’t understand 
then, and questioned now - yet his military service didn’t count for squat in his 
quest for work nor in his attempt for a just resolution at trial. 

Sentence of death 

Frank X and Howard Williams went into their trials with guarded optimism 
that a semblance of justice would be served They thought the circumstances of 
their cases would at least spare them the death penalty. The bottom line was 
black skin, no money, and the spilling of white blood. It was the circumstances 


of their lives that trig- © np tinuead on poga ii 


insult from some cop or stoke as 


g. And, 


gered the State’s extreme response. Early one morning I awoke to the unnerv- 
ing sounds of chains dragging across concrete. Without warning Death Row’s 
condemned were being transferred to Brushy Mountain Penitentiary in East 
Tennessee. We called out our goodbyes* The Nashville Row was shut down 
and I did a short stint in the general population. I met both solid brothers and 
lowlife motherfuckers - same as on the street. I'd stood with prisoners on the 
high part of the exercise yard as they gazed over the wall to Nashville’s hous- 
ing projects. Their home. I saw prisoners mutilate themselves and others. 
There were horrible acts of violence. The debasement was worse. I saw 17 and 
18 year-old-boys thrown to the lions. I saw a 50 year old man weep for the loss 
of his wife. I witnessed many acts of kindness and generosity amongst good 
men. I saw Muslims persecuted for exercising their faith, and jailhouse lawyers 
tormented for helping others with their lives. And always the color line - rigid 
and as sharply drawn as German steel. I kept crossing it, and they came for me 
in the morning. They said I was scheming to subvert the entire prison system 
and placed me back in Unit Six segregation. Back where Id started. Later, I 
was put in the chain car with 5 African prisoners. our chains were run through 
steel rings anchored to the vehicle’s floor. Brushy Mountain bound. 

At Brushy we were stripped naked within a circle of club-wielding guards. 
We bent over and spread them in turn. The hacks weren’t satisfied with the 
performance of one prisoner - a large, taciturn man I later learned was retarded. 


.They kept him bent over. “hey, Joe - have a look at this.” They closed in and 


peered. They demanded the prisoner tell them what lie concealed in his anus. 
“Don’t know.” Unsatisfied, one of the guards began to probe with the end of his 
club. In the anus. A roll of laughter followed the discovery of piles. The man 
suffered from hemmoroids. 

Skip the medical. We were outfitted in coarse grey and white coveralls and 
brogans. No socks, no underwear, or anything else. We were packed off to a 
flooded hole to await a cellblock assignment. 

Brushy Mountain was locked down. We went to the outside exercise yard 
once a week with its massive stone walls and sparse dead grass. Occasionally, 
when leaving the cellblock, I caught a glimpse of Frank X or Howard Williams 
as they walked inside Death Row’s caged-in area. A quick greeting, a smile. 
Brother, you are missed* 

Brushy had been the joint for convict-mined coal. Now it was idle. It was 
the place of the “disciplinary” razor strap. It was a place of intense boredom, 3 


prisoners to a cell, seething rage, and racism. The place was going to blow it 


was just a matter of time, and accumulating abuses. 
One day a guard delivered a letter from my wife. I opened the envelope to find 
the contents shredded to confetti. He laughed as he walked away. I 
wanted to kill him. 

A Knoxville TV station blew the whistle on Brushy with a program demon- 
strating that a third of the prisoners there suffered from mental illness. The 
question was did they arrive this way or did Brushy push them over the edge. 


The Department of Corrections ELSE: reforms that never materialized. 
Inmate “trustees” continued to feed good ‘meat to bloodhounds while we ate 
-fatback. Brushy would burn to the ground before there would Be changes. 


I paroled in 1971 on condition I leave the state. Clutching a paper sack full 


of banned books and the remnants of prison time, I rode the bus north. Two 


years later, Brushy exploded. Prisoners and guards died violently and without 
remorse. The cancer which went unattended so long extracted its pound of 
flesh. The survivors moved back to The Walls in Nashville or to the unemploy- 
ment line. uprisings continued throughout Tennessee’s Gulag. The men I met 
on Death Row were not executed. In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court nullified the 
existing death penalty laws. Frank X and Howard Williams were not sacrificed 
on the altar of American capital, race and mindset. 

Eventually, Frank X was released from prison. Howard Williams remains in a 
cell. 

In 1992 “The Walls” was ordered closed after a 20-year battle i in the courts and 
trenches. As the last prisoner left Tennessee State Penitentiary, a smiling wav- 
ing Governor Ed McWherter pressed himself before the cameras. Unlike the 
previous Governor, the prison’s medical director and numerous former State 
Legislators, held managed to avoid jail on corruption charges. Credits and 
votes were due him, he suggested. 

Opportunism and death 

Accompanying the Governor’s brazen opportunism, an “open house” was held 
inside The Walls. The general public was welcomed and curiosity seekers 


contnved from poge 5 where interurban transit exists (such as Chicago and San 
Francisco) the over-crowding of trains during rush hours 
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romped and stomped through the abandoned cellblocks and empty death 
chamber, titillating themselves amidst the silent screams. A majority of this 
same general public now wants to execute children as young as 12. 

The last prisoner to exit TSP was sent to the State’s new control unit prison - 
Riverbend Maximum Security Institution. It is an “institution” that comes 
equipped with an electric chair. Under new laws there are now one hundred 
men and one woman condemned to death in Tennessee. Under the guise of 
progress the State is pouring almost $400 million into its expanding prison sys- 
tem while ranking 49th in per capita spending on the educational needs of chil- 
dren. 

The ultimate truth of America lies in its roots which are deeply buried in the 
decomposed bodies of its victims. It’s branches yield the bitter truth of vio- 
lence, poverty and racism. 

I do not oppose the death penalty solely on moral grounds. There are some 
war criminals among them - that I wouldn’t mind seeing expire from other 
than natural causes. I oppose the power of the State and Federal governments 
to execute its master plan of class and racial superiority whether through court 
sanctioned murder or the saturation bombing and defoliation of Third World 
countries. 

We live in a country that imposes the death penalty for the murder of federal 
chicken inspectors, yet allowed conditions at the Imperial Food plant in North 
Carolina to kill off 25 workers and savagely injure many more. This is a coun- 
try that passed a recent crime bill imposing over 50 new death penalty statutes. 
During the bills’ formative period a national day of mourning was declared for 
a degenerate mass murderer - Richard Nixon. We exist in a morally bankrupt 
system that uses law to ethically sanction its own violence. Money and skin 
color are what matters most in this society. Money buys options. Money buys 
life. The depth of racist thinking is plumbed within attitudes concerning 
crime, prisons and executions. Amerika is about to carry its plantation mental- 
ity into the next century. 

Class and race determine who dies in the State’s death chambers. Can you 
imagine the 13-year-old child of a Rockefeller being sentenced to death? Of 
course not - but states do execute children and the target age is becoming 
younger - thanks to “progressive” legislators like Carol Mosely-Braun and a 
host of others. It makes perfect sense when you see how many children are 
already sentenced to death by social neglect. The poor of every race are 
increasingly perceived as worthless and vulnerable - lesions to be slice to 
shock therapy and excision, including execution. — 

I offer. no remedies in these pages. I am in prison for trying to apply remedies. 
I offer a journey taken many years ago into America’s Gulag Archipelago 
where I shared briefly in the lives of two men who barely escaped execution. 
Those not born at the time are now filling today’s death rows. Our brother 
Mumia Abu-Jamal is condemned to die. To stop these killing fields we must 
do whatever it takes for as long as it takes. 


Marion, IL 62959 
Many of Ray’s written pieces have been collected in a booklet called Letters 
from Exile. It is excellent. PES ay recommended for anyone new to politics. 
Send $3.00 to: 

Friends of Political Prisoners Box 3113 

Madison. WI 53704 

Howard Williams and Frank X were pseudonyms. 

Reprint and repost freely 

E-mail sage!pns@noc.tor.hookup.net 

Prison News Service is a 20-page tabloid, written mainly by prisoners with 
news and analysis from the prisons of United States and Canada. 

Subscriptions to Prison News Service are $10.00/6 issues (more is you can, less 
if you can’t, nobody is ever refused a sub for lack of money.), Send a dollar or 
two fora sample. Write: 

PSC Publishers 
Box 5052, Stn A 
Toronto, Ont 
MSW 1W4 
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are two-sides of the same coin 
and actively fight against 
them. Another unique trait is 
that they believe in uniting 
the international working 
class to fight against the cops 
and the ruling class who 


(due to insufficient service) pushes many people into their cars and back onto the highway. Since 
it is the goal of the companies which operate the train service in Chicago and SF to make 
as big a profit as possible, when profit comes in conflict with providing service (such as 
enough trains for comfort), service will always lose. This very conflict between profit and ser- 
vice keeps mass transit down and makes continued reliance on the automobile unavoidable. 
What can we do to correct this situation? One thing would be to use that mass transit which 
exists as much as possible (particularly to and from work,), since this will have the short-term ben- 
efit of keeping more cars off the road, and the long-term benefit of giving capitalists the impetus 
to provide more mass transit. But atthe same time, both short and long term, we have to 
remove control of our environment from the hands of people who are only interested in 
making a buck. If we are to bring pollution levels and congestion levels down, we are going 
to have to keep cars off the streets as much as possible. To do this we are going to have to have 
a viable transportation alternative. Bicycles, motorcycles, scooters, carpools/vanpools, and just 
plain walking (how I get to work every day) are some ways. But for places where there are 
Big Winters (such as Lansing), bikes, scooters and walking just aren't options if you live 
more than 100 yards from where you have to go. We need mass transit. We need trains, trol- 
leys and buses. How would we pay for them? There are a number of options for that, one 
being an extra license fee to own a car in the city, or toll booths on major highways coming 
into town (ala Chicago and SF). A tax on businesses which would go directly to pay for 
mass transit for their employees would also be a good option. The how-to-pay-for-it part is a 
matter of resolve, but a type of resolve which should be easily achieved once we make the 
realization that is has to be done. 
Mike Kolhoff 


believe in “unity” 


screw us over everyday. The 
last large group is called the 
United Front, and although 
many are anti-racist, most 
and refuse 
to take sides. But how can 
they believe there.can be unity 
with boneheads who want the 
genocide of all who are not 
“white” and “straight”. 

The skinhead movement is 
growing. There are black, 
Latino, Asian, and Native 
American skinheads (in fact, 
in New York white skinheads 
are a minority). There also 
exist gay, lesbian, and bisexu- 
al skins and the Gay Skinhead 
Group in England with more 
than 200 members. Skinheads 
also exist is Spain, Bolivia, 


Mexico, Chile, 
Czechoslovakia, Japan 
and many other coun- 
tries. For more infor- 
mation write to 
Eade Ge et 

RASH/SHARP at PO 
BOX 6746, East 
Lansing, MI 48826. 
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laws of certain countries hurt capitalism 
they can be outlawed by the WTO. Regard 
for things such as health, environment, 
economic subsistence, and happiness is a 
“barrier to free trade” (to use their lan- 
guage) in the multinational world order. 

We cannot rely on anyone else to 
turn this tide around. The democrats and 
republikans nearly unanimously voted in 
GATT, although there was much popular 
disapproval despite low levels of media 
coverage and debate over the real sub- 
stance of GATT. There is no political party 
that represents the real working people of 
the u.s., but we do not need a political 
party! What we need to do is work in our 
communities and build a people’s move- 
ment for economic and social justice. We 
must take back our lives from the capital- 
ists. If we organize in all of our activities, 
from work to play, we can build a serious 
civil rights movement that can attack this 
system from all sides. We must work now 
to destroy the growing u.s. fascist move- 
ment that hopes to gain support and victo- 
ry through this ordeal. Real freedom can 
not be given, it must be struggled for and 
taken. Our job now is to build a civil 
rights movement that can make revolu- 
tionary change tommorow. 


Rumors Of Anti- 
Abortion Violence 


Dear Net Friends, Pro-Choice Activists & 
Providers, 

The upcoming sentencing of Defensive 
Action assassin, Paul Hill, in Pensacola, 
Florida on state murder charges is a time 
of grave concern for the Bay Area 
Coalition for Our Reproductive Rights 
(BACORR). Hill, sentenced last week, to 
two concurrent life terms on Federal 
charges in connection with his violation of 
the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances 
law, continues to be an advocate and 
lightning-rod, for the terrorist wing of the 
anti abortion movement. 

We have heard a number of rumors over 
the past eight weeks which give us cause 
for some consternation, especially if Hill 
receives the death penalty. The Defensive 
Action wing of the anti-abortion move- 
ment, as you know, absolutely support the 
proposition that murdering abortion 
providers and their “accomplices” is not 
murder, but “justifiable homicide.” 
However reprehensible, this is the ideo- 
logical glue binding these folks together. 
We believe that based on their past actions 
and their violent strategy to destroy 
women’s access to reproductive health 
care, the next few weeks will be a particu- 
larly dangerous period. I say this, NOT to 
cause panic, but so that we take the neces- 
sary security precautions to protect our- 
selves, our clinics and our health care 
providers from attack. 
In our view (BACORR), elements either 
directly connected to the Defensive Action 
network or unknown anti-abortion cadre 
on the periphery of the wider movement 
will initiate some form of terrorist vio- 
lence. While this is speculative, we have 
heard enough to lead us to forward the 
following reports of potential terrorist 
activity. 
We believe this is especially true, given the 
attacks which have already occurred and 
the circulation of list of physicians targeted 
for assassination by an anti-abortion thug 
who uses the name, “ESOTERICA”. A 
northern California physician already 
threatened numerous times by anti-abort 
cadre is on this hitlist; thus our anxiety. 
What is NOT speculative however, is the 
series of attacks that have taken place in 
northern California, the Bay Area and the 
Pacific Northwest since October 1. Many 


of these events directly relate to 
the time-frame of Paul Hill’s fed- 
eral and state trials and convic- 
tion. October 1: Vandalism at 
Planned Parenthood /SF while the 
clinic is open; damage unknown. 


October 8: Arson attack at 


Planned Parenthood/Chico; 
$100,000 damage. October 8: 
Arson attack at the Feminist 
Women’s Health Center in 
Redding; $4,000 damage. This is 
the fourth arson attack in five 
years at this facility. Ronald 
Walters, a local Operation Rescue 
activist, was sent to prison in 1993 
for levelling a death threat 
against a California doctor. 
October 18: An attempted arson 
attack at the Women’s 
Community Clinic/San Jose. A 
molotov cocktail is hurled 
through the window but fails to 
ignite; $508-$1,808 damage. 
October 21: A break-in at the 
Family Planning Specialists clinic 
in Oakland while the facility is 
open. A thief crawls through the 
receptionist’s window, robbing 
the facility. October 27: A vandal 
breaks into a storage shed at the 
Lovejoy Surgicenter in Portland, 
Oregon and trashes the storage 
space. Apparently, large tanks of 
propane and other volatile gases 
are tampered with; damages 
unknown. This facility was 
bombed in 1992; $250,000 dam- 
age. Advocates for Life Ministries 
in Portland, Oregon are 
Defensive Action supporters. 
LIFE ADVOCATE, their monthly 
journal, provides detailed reports 
on clinic attacks across the coun- 
try and have published dozens of 


articles. and commentaries. in : 
support of the “justifiable homi- u] 
` cide” thesis. November 2: A pow- 


erful pipe bomb explodes in the 
driveway of the Planned 
Parenthood clinic in San Raphael, 
15 miles north of San Francisco. 
An architectural firm adjacent to 
the facility is damaged by the 
bomb blast. R man is seen run- 
ning from the site moments 
before the detonation. November 
3: Planned Parenthood clinic 
workers in San Raphael receive a 
phone threat the day after the 
attempted bombing: “We’ll be 
back and we won’t miss next 
time.” November 3: Working 
assets, a long distance phone car- 
rier that donates a portion of their 
proceeds to Planned Parenthood 
and other progressive causes, 
receives an anonymous phone 
threat: “Baby-killers, you’re next.” 
No bomb is found. November 3: 
Similar to the incident in 
Portland, October 27, a storage 
shed at the Hayward Planned 
Parenthood facility is broken into 
and scandalized. November 8: 
Dr. Garson Romans, an ob/ gyn 
who performs abortions at 
Vancouver, B.C. women’s clinics, 
is the target of an assassination 
attempt by an anti-abortion ter- 
rorist. fin assailant armed with an 
RK-47 assault rifle fired a number 
of rounds through the door of the 
Romans home while the west 
Vancouver physician was eating 
breakfast. Dr. Romans had been 
the target of frequent residential 
pickets organized by Campaign 
Life Canada (CLC), a violence- 
prone direct action outfit with ties 
to Operation Rescue, the Pro-Life 
Action Network (PLAN) and 
other american anti-abortion 


groups. 
Shortly before the attempted 
murder, an interview with Roy 
McMillan, a Defensive Action 
supporter and Executive 
Director of the Christian Action 
Group in Jackson, Mississippi 
appeared in the October 30, 
1994 NEW YORK TIMES MAG- 
AZINE. Speaking about Paul 
Hill’s murder of Dr. Britton and 
James Barrett, McMillan had 
this to say: 

“What I don’t understand is 
why he did it publicly. I think 
if I were to do something like 
that, I would do it clandestinely. 
Why go to jail for the rest of 
your life for doing something 
that you could do and not go to 
jail for. That surprised me 
about Paul. Why would a per- 
son do it publicly, when maybe 
he could have done it clandes- 
tinely with a high-powered rifle 
in his [Britton’s] neighbor- 
hood.” (Lisa Belkin, “Kill for 
Life?” THE NEW YORK TIMES 
MAGAZINE, October 30, 1994, 
p- 62) 

There is no evidence that 
McMillan was involved with 
the attempt on Dr, Romalis’ 
life. The citation however, is 
illustrative of the thought 
processes of Defensive Action 
supporters. 

Last evening FOX 
BROADCASTING ’s 
“Conspiracy Tapes,” provided 
additional evidence that leading 
members of the organization 
founded by Paul Hill, seriously 
discuss such matters openly 
and Pe and = so as an 


Paul Hill. 

Fr. David Trosch, Henry 
Felisone, Rev. Michael Bray and 
Donald Spitz freely shared 
these views with reporters. In 
one particularly chilling scene, 
I believe it was Henry Felisone 
who said: “In two years you'll 
be interviewing someone with a 
hood over their bead holding a 
machine gun.” 

Over the last eight weeks, as I 
said above, BACORR has heard 
a number of rumors which we 
believe may be accurate insofar 
as scarious local, state and fed- 
eral law enforcement agencies 
are concerned. A brief summa- 


A northern California 
provider’s conference orga- 
nized by the Feminist Womer’s 
Health Centers, was addressed 
by the FBI. The agent, accord- 
ing to a northern California 
clinic director, said that the 
Bureau was concerned that Paul 
Hill’s trial would lead to “a 
bloodbath in Pensacola.” 

Since then we have learned 
that the time-frame now encom- 
passes the period between 
November 29 and December 9, 
Hill’s sentencing date on 
Florida murder charges. 

The NATURE of the predict- 
ed attacks is unspecified. They 
now apparently run the gamut 
from clinic 
vandalism/arson/bombing 
attacks all the way to murder — 
either of health care providers, 
clinic escorts or both. 

On Friday, December 1, we 


received a message from the Sacramento 
Area Coalition for Our Reproductive 
Rights (SACORR). According to the cor- 
respondent, the Clinic Director of 
Choices clinic received a FAX from her 
boss in Los Angeles who had received 
information about the threatened offen- 
sive from an unnamed source at Planned 
Parenthood - Los Angeles. This was 
confirmed by another clinic director at 
the Pregnancy Consultation Center in 
Sacramento; that Director received the 
information from an undercover cop 
who has worked with the clinic in some 
capacity. 

Apparently, the FBI or other law enforce- 
ment agencies or both, now believe that 
there are TWO likely sites for an offen- 
sive: an unspecified city on the east coast 
(Pensacola?) and Sacramento, California. 
Again, the nature and the actual targets 
of the attacks are unspecified. 

We have heard these rumors off and on 
now, as I said, for a number of weeks 
and were hesitant to put out what might 
in fact, he false, misleading or only par- 
tial information. However, the reports 
continue to circulate and we feel that it 
would be unconscionable NOT to report 
as accurately as we can what we have 
heard to the national pro-choice and Left 
net community. 

Our experience in the past, at least 
here in the Bay Area, is that oftentimes, 
sources within various police agencies 
DO NOT have accurate information. We 
are HOPING this is the case now, given 
the serious nature of what I’ve relayed to 
you. 

What to do? We believe that the REST 
and ultimately, ONLY defense of 
women’s reproductive rights is a self- 
motivated, active and mobilized pro- 
choice movement. It is critical that 
activists, at the very least, continue to 


ke, escort women into our clinics and be ~ 
e man ‘Michael the process of organizing dine 
CANE Shelley Sa and 


in our neighborhoods. 

This tactic was highly effective in 
Sacramento in 1992. A molotov cocktail 
was ignited by an arsonist at the 
Feminist Women’s Health Center. A 
SACORR activist, driving by the clinic as 
part of her regular routine, spotted the 
blaze moments after the attack and called 
the fire department. Damage was mini- 
mal. Fire officials stated that if the blaze 
had not been extinguished when it was, 
the facility could have burned to the 
ground. The attack took place around 
2:38 am. 

Women’s reproductive rights were 

NOT won by being passive spectators or 
by relying on courts, cops or politicians. 
Especially now, in the wake of the mid- 
term elections, antiabortion cadre are 
emboldened to step-up their multifocal 
attacks. Terrorism can be DETERRED; 
however, this is an active process that 
will call for a Ion g-term commitment to 
serious, sustained grass roots organizing 
and direct action. The best deterrent will 
be to reclaim the ground already lost, in 
terms of women’s ACESS, and by 
expanding women’s reproductive free- 
dom. 
While across the board attacks have esca- 
lated, in legislatures and in the streets, 
this is a period for renewed actinism. If 
the pro-choice movement is to effectively 
fightback and WIN, we must broaden 
our agenda and actively mobilize those 
hit hardest by the rightist onslaught: 
poor, working class and women of color. 


in struggle, 


_ Tom Burghardt 


Bay Area Coalition for Our Reproductive 
Rights (BACORR) 

Obviously taken off e-mail, sorry if any 
spelling errors- editting this due to how 
we pulled it off the computer sucked, 
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What Anarchists & Feminists Can |Micropower Broadcasting: The Free 
Learn from Each Other [Speech Movement of the 90’s 


One of the most defining threads of political. cultural and social 
history is freedom of expression. In almost any circumstance, the degree 
of overall freedom present is directly proportional to the degree of stric- 
tures placed upon freedom of expression and who controls or maintains 
the mediums of expression. Whether it was the underground resistance 
to the Star Chamber or the free speech fights of the Wobblies, the desire 
to communicate with one’s feelings, ideas, thoughts, etc. has remained 
undiminished throughout history. 

Subject to licensure for the first 500 years of its existence, the 
printing press of Gutenberg’s day has been transmuted into the microp- 
owertransmitters of the 1990’s. With an agency, the FCC (Fostering 
Corporate Control), totally in the grip of media monopolies who number 
less than 30 but own over 50 percent of the media resources, we have 
reached an intolerable situation where the peoples’airwaves have been 
turned into an instrument of social control engendering crass con- 
sumerism, and obescient response to the crudest of political flim-flam- 


mery. 


I have talked with a number of 
women on the issues of feminism and 
anarchism, and whether the two ideolo- 
gies can be compatible or not. Ironically, 
a lot of there seems to be a widely held 
support of feminists of state control in 
certain realms, and resistance of feminist 
forces to state control in other aspects of 
daily life. For example, many feminists 
demand that the government not involve 
itself with issues concerning their right to 
choose abortion, but want more so-called 
police “protection.” I understand the 
reasoning behind this—such a position 
on the power of the state rests on the 
presupposition that the police are really 
concerned with a woman’s safe- 
ty walking home at night, and 
more police will prevent 
assaults. However, rape statis- 
tics have remained at shocking 
levels (one out of four women 
will get raped sometime in our 
lives, for those who may not 


philosophy of government—as well as 
the way men have traditionally wielded 
power. It has been documented by social 
psychologists that in group dynamics 
experiments, even small groups of men 
tend to designate a leader, whereas the 
female groups are, highly more likely to 
work cooperatively, in an egalitarian fash- 
ion, without a designated leader. And 
that’s all anarchism is: working as a 
group without designated a head macho 
honcho. 

The anarchist movement also 
devotes itself to fighting fascism. 
Fascism, the ultimate hierarchical struc- 
ture which is entirely dependent on a 
, fuehrer, is the most extreme form of 
the male group dynamic. It is in the 
best interest of feminists to be com- 
bat fascism in all its forms, from the 
Klan to the Hammerskins. The 
growing fascist movement in the 
United States will, if given the 
chance, force women decades back, 


An owner of a printing press could have had his or her hand 
chopped off, or worse, for printing material considered to seditious or 
critical of the ruling elite. Although micropower broadcasters have not 
been subject to a similar fate, they are being threatened with huge fines 
ranging from $1 0,000 to $20,000 and, in some cases, their entire house- 
hold has been ransacked by local FCC agents and police. Clearly, free 
speech and other constitutional rights are under a state of siege. With 
the current anti-crime hysteria and what passes for “ public debate” in 


___-State’s*concern for our welfare, 
~ ate often forced into prostitution = 
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know) despite the escalation of 
city tax dollars spent on beefing 
up our police force. The point 
of the matter is, too many femi- 
nists give government and 
police enforcement too much 
credit for protecting and serving 
the interests of half our popula- 
tion. If the current Powers that 
Be really had an interest in con- 
tributing to our welfare, we 
would have:an Equal Rights 
Amendment; much less off-duty 
cops purchasing the “services” 
of women, who, thanks to our 


to feed their families; and, m 


mundane but just as important, | 


public transit to prevent perilous mid- 
night strolls through the city! And what 
about those sensitive, fatherly men of 
the GOP, recently elected to Congress, 
who want to overturn Roe v. Wade? 

It is obvious that in order to fur- 
ther the interests of women, our state 
must be abolished. But anarchy? I know 
this still makes you grimace, sisters. 
Anarchy, or anarchism, as it I like to call it 
to avoid its connotations of destructive 
chaos, is in fact wholly contingent upon 
forming a egalitarian, socialistic society 
based on cooperation and true equality of 
all individuals within it. Anarchism is 
often mistakenly interpreted as an ideolo- 


gy which supports hedonistic individual- 


ism, to the extent that there is no sense of 
responsibility to your fellow wo/men, 
where everyone is free to maim and 
slaughter. Such is the skater-in-front-of- 
Bilbo’s idea of anarchism, perhaps. What 
Sid Vicious may have overlooked is that 
anarchism requires the responsibilty of 
personally free individuals to 
autonomous communities, who are capa- 
ble of creating their own “rules,” without 
having an enforcing body to dictate how 
you should respect other human beings. 
This human condition cannot 
occur, however, until our current patriar- 
chal hierarchy is destroyed. The idea of 
government is inherently paternalistic— 
”-archies”, that is’, all governments, state 
that communities are not capable of exist- 
ing without outside control. 
Furthermore, the idea of state control in 
itself is based on the absorption and sub- 
sequent maintenance of power over other 
groups, which develops into a multi- 
tiered system of power structures, creat- 
ing hierarchies. Hierarchy is the back- 
bone of patriarchy: the concept of domi- 
nance and subordination is an age-old 


4%. into a position of total subservience 
to a highly structured, male state. 
Women have historically been 
involved in antifascists movements, 
such as the White Roses in Nazi 
Germany. The Nazi state squelched 
any gains women had made in the 
Weimar Republic, and glorified 
the role of the “good Aryan 
woman” as breeders for the repro- 
duction of the Aryan race, and as 
obedient wives and mothers. 

I have nothing but high 
praise for activists such as Marilyn 
Frye, who teaches her Women’s 
Studies courses in a non-hierarchical 
| style, sitting at her desk along with 
from the egalitarian nature of female 
‘interaction. The anarchist move- 
ment needs to welcome the cooperative 
nature of female-ness. Anarchism has 
been long since associated with the wrong 
images—the destructive picture of a man 
holding a bomb. The anarchist movement 
needs to disengage itself its testosterone- 
driven attitude of heedless anger and 
urge to destroy all. Instead, we need to 


focus our anger, harness our energy into 


destroying only what needs to be 
destroyed, but simultaneously think pro- 
actively—that is, what we want to create. 

I think more of us women should 
open our minds.to working toward a 
state-less society where domination and 
subservience play no role whatsoever, be 
concerning the sexes, owners and work- 
ers, the rich and poor, etc. I wish more 
women would be aware that law enforce- 
ment is not really protecting us, and that 
governments are still vessels of male-con- 
trol over our minds and bodies. We need 
to break away from the idea that we have 
to play the game and vie for power, in the 
same warrior-like fashion men have for 
centuries, to win treatment as human 
beings. It’s time to put down our hair 
gels and shit, throw out the Slim-Fast, 
and resist the corporately funded stan- 
dards we have to live up to to be equal. 
We have to realize that to sexism is so 
ingrained in what the Western world has 
called “government,” obtaining mutual 
respect within the confines of this struc- 
ture is impossible. Power does not corre- 
spond to EMpowerment, but rather, to a 
word which starts with the same damn 
letter: Patriarchy. And government runs 
on the same principle patriarchy does: 
overt control. Empowerment, however, is 
the control and structure we need which 
originates from within the human con- 
science. Anarchism and Empowerment 
go hand-in-hand. 


dents. . lot can be learned | 


the hands of the corporate monopolies and their mouthpieces such as 
Rush Limbaugh, an aggressive campaign of taking back the airwaves is 
the only hope of creating democracy in this country. It is our intent and 
purpose to see thousands of transmitters taking to the air in an all out, 
no holds barred movement of electronic civil disobedience. When was 
the last you refered to as a citizen and not a consumer by the media ? 
One has to ask the question, what is the underlying premise 
behind who has rights to the airwaves which, like so many other natural 
resources, have been plundered and raped by the corporate interests 
who desire to line their pockets to the extreme detriment of the planet 
and all who reside on it ? Why should just a few be allowed to dominate 
what should be a resource of the many ? It is just the further diminish- 
ment of public space and resources which are fenced off and declared 
private property of the corporate elite. If the power levels were brought 
down to some reasonably sane limit, like 1 00-1 000 watts on EM for 
example, many more people and communities could have a voice. 


Francisco. 


Consider the cancer cluster risks alone from having megawatts of RF 
‘radiating from vertical antenna farms such as Sutro Tower in San 
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Beginning on March 1st, thousands of animal and consumer 
protection advocates will ask their friends and neighbors to pledge that 
they “kick the meat habit” on March 20th and explore a less violent, 
more wholesome diet. The event is being sponsored by Farm Animal 
Reform Movement (FARM). Many well known entertainers are also 
supporting the event, including Casey Kasem, Sara Gilbert, Kevin 
Nealon, and Elvira. The Meat-out is promising to be the largest grass- 
roots campaign in the history of the animal protection movement. For 


more information 
on this event, con- 
tact: FARM, PO Box 
30654, Bethesda, 
MD 20824. 
Other happenings: 
In August, 
Congressperson 
Robert Toricelli (D- 
NJ) introduced the 
Asn iem-a ls 
Experimentation 
Right to Know Act 


(AERKA) in the U.S. House of Representatives. AERKA (H.R. 4971) 
would force the U.S. Department of Agriculture to provide annual pub- 
lic reports on the status of animal experimentation, including statistics 
on the numbers and kinds of animals used, the sources from which they 
were obtained, and the purposes of the experiments. Under this bill, the 
Department of Defense would also be required to provide reports on the 
condition of their annual animal experiments and to adopt various 
reform measures such as establishing more humane forms of testing. In 
addition, AERKA establishes a presidentially appointed commission to 
review the military's animal research programs and to make recommen- 


dations for its improvement. 


Twenty million animals are killed in cruel animal experiments 
every year in the United States. The public has the right to know the 
facts about these experiments, which are largely funded by tax dollars. 


R A RRN E E S S A E E 


on 
democratic 

principles, with a govern- 
ment created to ensure and guarantee to all 
the rights enumerated in the Bill of Rights 
along with life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness why have we reached such an 
intolerable situation where any reasonable 
analysis will show the total lack of any 
democratic process? 

And why do we meet such fierce 
resistance when we try to exercise any of 
these rights, such as the right to vote, to 
speak in public parks, or to receive a just 


continveg from 
poga 1D 


_ and fair wage.? The question is, should the 
` airwaves be used as a primary means of 


fostering a democratic, pluralistic, and 


vibrantly diverse society through a free 


and open exchange of ideas, news, infor- 
mation, art and culture or should they be a 
concession stand for narrow, antidemocrat- 
ic corporate interests working hand in 
hand with a government whose main goal 
is domestic pacification, control and the 
maximization of private profit ? Who does 
the government really work for, the people 
or the plutocrats ? Of, by and for the peo- 
ple does not seem be an operative principle 
at this time. : 
Spectrum scarcity is largely the 
fault of the FCC. Take a look at your TV 
tuner. Notice all those vacant UHF chan- 
nels, In most areas the UHF band is wide 
open. Yet, even though low power TV has 
been created as a legitimate category, the 
FCC has flatly refused to grant licenses in 
the 50 major urban areas where there is 
plenty of room on the UHF band. In 1980 
the FCC forced many low wattage (1 0 
waft) , class D FM stations to either 
increase their power to a minimum of 1 00 
wafts and adhere to tighter technical 
requirements or go off the air. This was 
done largely at the behest of the 


Corporation for Public Broadcasting 


(another contradiction in terms), the agent 
orange of grassroots radio, who had been 
lobbying the FCC since the early 1970’s as 
part of their drive to “professionalize com- 
munity radio. 

It was the combined hope 
of both the FCC and the CPB to drive a 
number of stations off the air. What hap- 
pened was that everyone scraped their 
pennies together and increased their power 
and operating budgets with a net result of 
crowding the spectrum more than before 
and having to rely more and more on 
bringing professional fund-raisers and 
managers on board to meet the larger bud- 


getary requirements - thus began the slow 
death of real community radio in this coun- 
try. Why does the FCC grant 90 mile fringe 
protection to many giant operators ? As 
stated above, the FCC should bring down 
the power limit to a reasonable level, the 
broadcasters will scream. Let them, they 
have had 60 years to make an obscene 
amount of profit from the peoples’ 


resource. 


We are creating an alterna- 
tive to the FCC, the Free Communications 
Coalition - the peoples’ FCC. An umbrella 
organization which intends on helping 
ensure good technical standards and sup- 
port for micropower broadcasting, basing 
itself on a community and grass roots vol- 
unteer model using mediation and open 
discussion to foster responsible micropow- 
er broadcasting. Further, it is working 
toward the full democratization of all 
means of communication whether it is elec- 
tromagnetic space or cyberspace in con- 
junction with any one else who is working 


toward this common goal. 


We would like to see many of these 
issues addressed and resolved at the com- 
munity level. We hope to create a talent 
and resource pool of individuals who can 
provide the necessary technical expertise 
whether it be legal, electronic, organiza- 
tional, etc. to aid in establishing micropow- 
er broadcasting as a fully functioning enti- 
ty whose purpose is to break the strangle- 
hold on the free flow of information, ideas, 


news, culture and art. 

I see in the near future a cri- 
sis approaching that unnerves me and causes 
me to tremble for the safety of my country... 
Corporations have been enthroned, an era cor- 
ruption in high places will follow, and the 
money-pow of the country will endeavor to pro- 


long its reign by working upon the prejudices of 


the people until the wealth is aggregated in a 
few hands and the Republic is destroyed. 

- Abraham Lincoln (quoted in Jack 
London's “The Iron Heel”). 

For further information, contact; 
Free Radio BerkeleyFree 
Communications Coalition 
1442 A Walnut St. #406 Berkeley, CA 
94709 
(510) 464-3041 
email: frbspd@crl.com 

Call or write to receive our newsletter, 
information about transmitters kits, etc. We 
need your help and support and urge you 
to organize your community around these 
issues. Donations of money, materials or 
equipment gladly accepted. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


We are always interested in comments and criticisms, send 
them to:P.0. Box 6746; East Lansing, MI 48826 
We will soon be linked up on World Wide Web, we will be 


accesible through: ,.i\ e ` //www etext srg l Bina. [Enkrrr, 
Nerd Piatrye „html 


THE INDIVIDUAL SOVEREIGN TYRANT 


To my friends at Active Transformation: 


I would like to comment on the essay ‘Language of Servitude’ in Issue 4. In America, the 
language of servitude is law. If you do not understand the language of law you become a 
potential victim of any agent of the government operating under their own understand- 
ing of the law. One of the most important concepts to understand in law is sovereignty. 
All the authority of law derives from those who have sovereignty to legislate it, execute it, 
and judge it. In 1783, Benjamin Franklin returned from Paris with a Peace Treaty ending 


the Revolutionary War. In this 
treaty, the King of England ceded 
his sovereignty over the colonies to 
the people living in them. Several 
Supreme Court decisions confirm 
that the Citizens of the fifty states 
have all the rights formerly 
retained by the King of England.’ 
In American law, however, you 
may waive any right that you do 
not claim. As an example, look at 
the right to labor unrestricted. The 
Supreme Court has ruled that no 
state [or the federal government] 
may impose a tax upon the exer- 
cise of any right granted in the 
Constitution, yet almost everyone 
pays income tax. One major loop- 
hole in the Constitution which’the 
elite controllers’have used to trick 
everyone into paying for their vari- 
ous destructive projects occurs in 
Article I Section 8 Clause 17 and 
Article IV Section 3 Clause 2 
Congress has power to make laws 
for Washington D.C. and all feder- 
al territories without regard to lim- 
itations imposed by the 
Constitution.’ Anyone living in a 
federal area has priveleges granted 
by Congress rather than rights 
secured by the Constitution. The 
first people to live in federal areas 
as second class citizens were 
the’freed’slaves. The 14th 
Amendment created a new class of 
citizenship called the’U.S. citizen’ 
subject to the jurisdiction of the 
federal govemment in Washington 
D.C. Prior to that amendment, 
most Americans considered them- 
selves citizens of their individual 
states.’ In 1939, Congress passed 
the Public Salary Tax Act which 
allowed them to tax the wages of 
federal and state government 


fem loess and a those who live 


Congress mera sis Buck Act 
which allowed any federal agency 
to create a federal area within any 
state. One federal agency in par- 
ticular has. enslaved most 
Americans. The Social Security 
Administration created 10 federal 
areas that overlay the 50 states like 
a clear plastic film. In 1942 
Congress created a special Victory 
Tax Act to raise money for the war 
effort. Millions of patriotic 
Americans (mindless zombies) 
wanted to participate. All they 
had to do was sign up for a Social 
Security Number and the govem- 
ment would take the money right 
out of their check. The Victory Tax 
was repealed at the end of WWII, 
but people kept right on paying 
the Income Tax because they had 
informed the govemment, by sign- 
ing the Social Security Application 
that they were U.S. citizens [resi- 
dents of federal areas] rather than 
citizens of their states. Residents 
of federal areas have no constitu- 
tional rights guaranteed by law 
except the right to sue other feder- 
al citizens in District Courts. The 
next time you are in a courtroom, 
look at the American flag. If it has 
a yellow fringe around it, that 
means you are in a federal court 
that has jurisdiction only over fed- 
eral citizens. If you enter a plea 
before such a court this indicates 
that you accept the jurisdiction of 
that court over you and voluntari- 
ly waive all Constitutional nights. 
A sovereign citizen of one of the 
fifty states, unlike a federal subject, 
has no obligation to appear before 
any court. Sovereign citizens pay 
no federal, state, or social security 
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poga It 
taxes. They can legally drive 
without a drivers’ license, regis- 
tration, or plates. They can 
open bank accounts without a 
Social Security Number. In gen- 
eral, Sovereign citizens can do 
as they please so long as they 
respect the rights of other sover- 
eigns by refraining from injur- 
ing them or their property and 
by upholding any contract that 
they knowingly, voluntarily, and 
intentionally agree to enter. If 
you did not knowingly, volun- 
tarily, and intentionally enter 
into any contract which indi- 
cates that you accept the juris- 
dictional authority of the federal 
or state govemment to rule over 
every aspect of your life, that 
contract is null and void and 
you have no obligation to abide 
by the terms of the agreement. 
The govemment of the United 
States has no power over you 
except those powers you have 
granted to it by accepting the 
Constitution as the law of the 
land. Since the Constitution rec- 
ognizes you as a King or Queen, 
you only need to start acting 
like one to put your servants 
back in line. Any violation of 
the Constitution on their part 
represents a criminal conspiracy 
to defraud you of your 
Constitutional rights punishable 
by fine or imprisonment. It will 
be a fine day in America when 
prison overcrowding stems 
from jialing corrupt govemment 
official instead of the working 
-people of America. 

Sighting of sources: 

“People of a state are entitled to 
all rights which formerly 
belonged to the King by bis pre- 


Lansing v. Smith, 211 89 
“Constitutional restrictions and 
limitations were not applicable 
to the areas of lands, enclaves, 
territories and possessions over 
which Congress had exclusive 
legislative authority.” 

Downes v. Bidwell. 182 U. S. 244 
“Both before and after the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the 
federal Constitution, it has not 
been necessary for a person to 
be a citizen of the United States 
in order to be a citizen of his 
state.” 

Crosse v. Board of Elections, 221 
A.2d. 43 1, at 433 (1966) 

It is the doctrine of the common 
law that a Sovereign cannot be 
sued in his own court without 
his consent.” 

The Siren v. U.S, 74 U.S. 152 
“There is no such thing as 
power of inherent sovereignty 
in the government of the United 
State. in this country sovereign- 
ty resides in the people and 
Congress can exercise no power 
which they have not, by their 
Constitution entrusted to it; All 
else is withheld.” 
Julliard v. Greeriman, 110 U. S. 
421 


Mr. Burr 


AT Resposnse: Arguing from the 
realm of reality that you see the 
world Mr. Burr, one that a state can 
be good, and a certain amount of 
heirarchy serves everyone well, we 
respond-huh (due both to your 
elloborate research to make the state 
look good, and the fact that you 
would want to do that)? Arguing 
from the point of view that. this 
newspaper is based on (anarchism), 


> 


we respond by saying that these loops in the 
system don’t make an individual any more 
free in a state, because the fact that the state is 
allowed to exist makes true human freedom 
impossible. One, because the “federal” state 
can crack down whenever it wishes, and two, 
all states uphold privileges for a few by the 
oppression of many. 


Don’t Do Anything, 
They Will GoAway 
eu h 


March 1994 

I could not disagree more with the Ku 
Klux Klan and their views of white 
supremacy and minority inferiority. I 
realize that this is an issue that brings out 
a lot of emotion, but the group ‘Active 
Transformation” must be very careful 
that they do not become as intolerant as 
the Klan themselves are. The underlying 
issue here is the judgment of the content 
of the character of a person or a group of 
people, and the actions that are taken as a 
result of that judgment. 

A persons character can really only be 
judged by the things they DO, the actions 
they carry out, the interactions they have 
with other people and other peoples 
property. The limiting of, banning of, 
infringing on, or interfering with another 
persons life, liberty, or rightfully acquired 
property is a violation of that persons 
rights, and any person who makes such 
interference is lacking in character. Any 
person who does not violate another’s 
unalienable rights is in good character, 
and this is regardless of whether that per- 


son is white or black, male or female, 


The first thing that is reprehensible 


used as measures of the content of a per- 
sons character, as the Klan likes to use 
them for. Their intolerance is unques- 
| 4 tionably wrong, but only as wrong as the 
l statements made in the ‘Active 
Transformation, literature that the Klan 
| should not be allowed to recruit, or that 
they must be stopped from organizing. 
The United States Constitution is very 
clear and very correct in guaranteeing 
tights to freedom of speech and freedom 
of people to peaceably assemble. An 
idea, even a stupid idea based on unsub- 
| stantiated bias, is nothing more than a 
. thought, and a thought never hurt any- 
body. A march is just a symbolic move- 
ment, and does no more harm than tram- 
pling some grass. A speech is nothing 
more than words, and sticks and stones 
may break your bones, but words will 
; never hurt you.’ The KKK is obviously 
l wrong in their theories of racial inequali- 
l ty, but they have the right to be wrong. 
And as wrong as they are for forming 
opinions based on color or prayer, 
“Active Transformation’ is equally incor- 
rect for forming their opinions based on 

another groups words or thoughts. 
But the Klan is up to more than just 
words and marches, you say? Well, that 
is the more important issue, but a sepa- 
rate one. In the past, KKK members have 
been known to become involved in situa- 
tions that reveal inadequacies in the char- 
acter of the individuals involved; situa- 
tions where they do interfere with the 
lives, liberties, or property of others; such 
as lynchings or cross burnings. These 
actions are illegal and immoral, and cer- 
tainly must be prevented when possible, 
and rectified when not prevented. If the 
Klan assembly in Charlotte includes 
- killing a black man, that portion of it 


Christian or Jewish; and regardless of 
s they 


calmly prove asike des 
the KKK is that they discriminate 


must be stopped. If the march includes 
burning a cross on the private property 
of a city resident, that portion of it must 
he prevented. Such physical actions are 
harmful , but any words and signs and 
speeches and slogans they wish to 


parade around are not no matter how 


ludicrous the claims are. This distinc- 
tion must be realized, and the group 
“Active Transformation’ must take 
notice of how guilty they themselves 
are in mirroring the threats of the Klan, 
when their literature speaks of putting 
together a coalition to “kick the Klan,” 
and planning a ‘strategy to defeat the 
Klan when they come to Charlotte.” 
Such statements sound alarmingly like 
physical actions instead of philosophi- 
cal principals. If the Klan plans any 
harm, they must be stopped, but the 
Samem is true < Or" “Active 
Transformation”- they must be stopped 
if they plan physical action, even if it is 
carried out for what they believe to be 
“right.” 

Instead of such negative wording; to 
truly’ ‘actively transform,” all of the 
intelligent and tolerant people in the 
Lansing area need to stay far away 
from the Klan rally, and hold a separate 
inspirational rally that approaches the 
topic with compassion and logic, but 
without anger or confrontation. ‘Me 
KKK plans to gather 25 to 30 people for 
their show of stupidity. Let them be 
there by themselves! I’m certain “we” 
can gather 2,500 to 3,000- 100 times as 
many people- to demonstrate truth and 
understanding. Ms is what needs to be 
done, in a gentle, meaningful way. 
“Active Transformation,’ with such 
bravado and seeming threats, will not 
help bring a constructive resolution to 


ever be ha 


merit than the Klan’s. 

Don’t attempt to curtail any free 
speech or assembly rights, or any rights 
to organize or to hold an agenda. So 
long as there is no physical violence 
involved, let the Klan have their peace- 
ful say, and let us have ours. When the 
two messages are received side by side, 
I am confident which one will win out, 
and which one will look silly. Please 
consider this seriously, and if any 
peaceful counter rallys are planned, 
please let me know,, because I share the 
tolerant values of “Active 
Transformation.” 

:Michael Emhart. 


AT Response: The Ku Klux Klan is a ter- 
rorist organization. They have a history of 
committing visciuos acts against defense- 
less victims. Victims whose only offense 
was the color of their skin, their gender, 
their religion, their sexual orientation 
among others. When the Klan steps up its 
violent activities, braver after being revital- 
ized with new members, who will be there 
to defend us against their terror? Will the 
Sovernemnt with its police force protect us? 
Though things seem to be getting better, in 
terms of tracking and thwarting the Klan, it 
seems questionable whether or not the 
police will engage them. This is sentiment 
is coupled with the knowledge that in the 
past police forces didn't just turn a blind 
eye to the Klan- the actually helped, encour- 
aged, and participated in Klan bombings, 
assassinations and murders. The jsutice 
system seems to have a bias in favor of the 
Klan. 

With such power and such a past it 
seems we must do something to stop this 
threat. 

STOPPING their recruiting will nip this 
in the bud. Waiting for them to act may be 
to late. 

E.S. Our language- a bit overdone that it 
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is- actually is pretty normal sounding when compared to mainstream political 
groups like the Republican Party who frequently use combat rhetoric. 


Year Ta Review 


Active Transformation was created a little more than a year ago, and this 
is my attempt to look over and analyze our work and projects. Although 
we have been involved in many projects we are still in the very formative 
stages of a useful anarchist activist group. My feelings are that we empha- 
size action without sufficient discussion and without clear goals. When we 
started out we were only 3-4 people. Their was a degree of understood con- 
census. Now that we are a little larger we need to discuss more thoroughly 
our goals and come up with a strategy to achieve these goals. 

Our first important project was a U.$. Out of Somalia demo. It may 
have been our most successful. One important part was the timing. The 
demo coincided with the killing of a few U.$. marines. The situation in 
Somalia was rapidly losing popular support, so we worked to fan the 
flames. Of course we were not approaching it from the popular standpoint 
- that the Somali’s were unappreciative of “our help.” We approached it 
from the point of who cares about a couple dead marines, the US/UN inter- 
vention was disrupting, not helping with the food distribution, troops had 
fired on unarmed demonstrators killing 17, their were 100’s if not 1000’s of 
other Somali’s killed, and the only reason the US/UN was involved was to 
get newly discovered oil, and to clean up their imperialist image due to the 
Vietnam war with a more subtle neo-colonialism. We also discussed the 
IMF/World Bank's involvement in destroying the country economically, 

The demo was lively and attended by militant activists from all 
over the state. We marched through the downtown area in Lansing after 
having a short rally at the State Capitol. We arrived at the federal building 

. for more protest and then to Lansing Community College. 

One of the most important factors in making this a valuable demo 
was that it received good press. This is a controversial point, but the 
Lansing State Journal writer presented our story completely truthful and in 
positive light. This resulted in a degree of popular support, unlike all of our 
actions except possibly the April KKK rally (which no organization can take 
credit for). I realize that this kind of event does not tear down the establish- 
ment, but it does serve as grounds for gaining some support within the 


community, support that is necessary for building a militant revolutionary 
anarchist movement. 


originated with the 
people, not any organization. The Lansing State Journal, the Mayor, and 
various other misleaders had been urging everyone to stay away for weeks, 
but people knew how 
important it was to come 
out against the KKK. 
When the police were vis- 
cious the people fought 
back. Unfortuneately 
everyone seperated into 
small groups instead of 
Staying together. The 
police still had to use tear 
gas to clear us off the 
streets. 

After the anti-kkk 
stuff we decided to put out 
our first real newspaper. 
We had published newsletters before, but nothing of this size. The Capitol 
area has no source of alternative news, and this is probably our biggest con- 
tribution to the community. Although the paper was rushed and written by 
a minority of group members I think it turned out teally well, and by our 
winter issue we should have all the kinks worked out so that it is an Al 
classy job. 

The KKK were planning to come back so we planned for another 
anti-kkk demo, but this time planned an anti-fascist festival to follow it. We 
had bands lined up, info booths, food for sale all lined up for after the rally 

: — on the Capitol steps. We 
g were hoping this would 
make it so the pigs couldn’t 
kick everyone out after the 
KKK left the steps. The 
mayor got the kkk post- 
poned, so we had our festi- 
val as a victory celebration, 
but it was disorganized and 
attended sparsely. 

During our work against 
the klan we started working with the Midwest Anti-Fascist Network 
(MAFNET). Mafnet is a non-sectarian network of groups and individuals 
who work together to better fight fascism. Most of us had become disillu- 
sioned with RWL/NWROC because of their sectarianism, egotism, and 
authoritarianism. They took responsibility for the successful action against 
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our first paper - whoopie 


A free concert we put on in E.L. “park” 


the kkk in October, 
although had done next 
to no building for it in 
Lansing. They would 
get information from us 
and then stab us in the 
back. We really wanted 
to work with more peo- 
ple beyond the local 
level and MAFNET 
offered this opportunity. 
We took a small part in 
building for its founding 
conference in October 
which was an over- 
whelming success. We 
will see in the future if 
we can pose a viable 
threat to the KKK and 
offer a viable alternative 
to RWL/NWROC for 
people who want to 
fight fascism but can’t 
stand their marxist leninist authoritarianism. 

In the Fall we put on a Food Not Bombs solidar- 
ity dinner in downtown Lansing. It was’ in support of 
arrested Food Not Bombs member Keith McHenry. We 

served an 

hy By enjoyable 

meal, but 

due to lack 

of advertis- 

ing and 

general dis- 

organiza- 

tion we 

served 

mainly curi- 

ous college 

kids, not 

the people 

who need- 

ed it most. 

We are cur- 

re mt ly 

working on serving Food Not Bombs dinners regularly,” 

but we're doing better preparation. If anyone is inter- 

ested in helping with a local FNB please contact us 
right away. 

Since then we’ve done some more work 
against the KKK, which you can read about in this 
issue. Some of us attended the yearly Love and Rage 
Revolutionary Anarchist Federation conference, and two of us are 
now working with them also. We managed to put out another 
newspaper and participated in a demo against proposition 187 in 
California and Q106 ( a local radio station which regularly airs 
racist,sexist, homophobic trash). Our next big project is going to 
be the opening of an activist community space at 1136 S. 
Washington. 

I believe our main task right now is to go over our last 
years work, evaluate it, and see what impact it has had, if any, on 
achieving our personal goals for Active Transformation and the 
community. We need to sit down and discuss our goals for the 
next year and the long run. How can we better serve the commu- 
nity. This is a chance for our readership to give us some advice 
and criticism. How can we better serve you? I would suggest 
that we take the month of January to serious hash out a sense of 
direction. Over the past year we have tripled in size, but we have 
yet to discuss our goals. This results in our jumping from one 
project to the next without any sort of cohesion. We’ve concen- 
trated a lot on anti-fascist work, but is this really a direction we 
want to emphasize. 

Being a bunch of white college kids we need to discuss 
how this effects our organizing and activism. We have to be care- 
ful not to play vanguard of the community, and must beware of 
condescension. 
How can we bet- 
ter diversify our 
ranks? Since we 
are a male-domi- 
nated group 
how can we 
eliminate. sexism 
in ourselves? 
These issues of 
internal dynam- 
ics must also be 
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We must struggle against our own oppressive 
behavior. A problem with many activists 
groups is their lack of action. We have avoided 
this problem, but have opened up another can 
of worms by not thoroughly discussing or 
understanding the basis of our actions. Until 
we deal with these questions adequately we 
will remain a fringe group without any popular 
support or participation. 
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For the past 30 years, the insightful and 
cutting analysis of Noam Chomsky has 
transformed the thinking in the left/progres- 
sive community worldwide. Now AK gives 
you two new release on CD: 


Prospect for Democracy 
Price:$14.98 Lngth: 72m. 
ISBN: 1 873176 38 4 
The Clinton Vision 
Price:$12.98 Lngth: 56m. 
ISBN: 1 873176 92 9 
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Answer Me! The First Three, 
as you may have guessed, 
reprints in their entirety 
the first three issues of 
Answer Me!, together with a 
Și new introduction from editor 
baJim Goad. All enclosed in a 
& tasty full color cover. 


a Price:$13.00 Pages:320 
ms ISBN: 1 873176 0 1 


Immediatism is the latest tome from the insurrectionist theoretician, A x 
Hakim Bey. His incendiary words are beautifully illustrated by the = 
renowned collage artist, Freddie Baer. The result is a beautiful com- 

pilation by two talented artists. A must read for those who have fol- - Immed 
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In this collection of essays, Bey expounds upon his ideas concern- 1 
ing radical social re-organization and the liberation of desire. Essay ó by Hakim Bey 
Immediatism is another lyrical romp through intellectual corridors of 


spirituality and politics originally set forth his groundbreaking book, Price: $6.00 Pages: 64 
TAZ. A stunning acheivement for this prodigious author and scholar. ISBN: 1 873176 42 2 


